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HEIR TO THE THRONE 


J UST a century lias elapsed, in this year 1947, 
since Alfred Tennyson published his ironic 
medley about the “women’s movement,” 
and called it The Princess. The future poet 
laureate would not have been a man of his age if 
he had not made elegant fun of the pretty 
creatures’ absurd claim to be the equals of the 
lordly male. But he would not have been a 
devoted subject of the Sovereign Lady, who was 
to be so great and of whose greatness he was to be 
the interpreter, if he had not perceived a poten- 
tiality in womanhood to which his world gave no 
scope, and suspected that that which he permitted 
his characters to mock might be in truth the 
reality of the future. And so, although he leaves 
the issue between the mockers and the realists 
unsettled, Tennyson’s inmost feelings seem to 
be with the romantics, in a vision of an equal com- 
panionship of the sexes, in which woman shall 

set herself to man, 

Like perfect music unto noble words; 

And so these twain, upon the skirts of Time, 
Sit side by side, full-summ’d in all their 
powers. 

Dispensing harvest, sowing the To-be. 

A hundred years have resolved tlie poet’s 
uncertainties, and driven the mockers in disorder 
from the field. Man and woman indeed “sit side 
by side, full-summ’d in all their powers” at every 
level of public life up to the very Cabinet itself. 
More than that, and a thing that Tennyson had 
not imagined even as a subject of caricature, tliey 
have stood side by side in the blue and khaki of 
the fighting services under fire. And a nation 
that has grown accustomed to these things is 
proud and content to see the future symbolized 
in the person of The Princess. Princess Elizabeth 
stands to the men and women of today for the 
hope of a world set free at last from the forces of 
destruction, for the spirit of all that generation, 
of' both sexes, which will be charged tomorrow 
with the responsibility for an Empire’s destiny, 
and today is endeavouring to learn, from the 
awful experience of all but universal catastrophe, 
the art that can make humanity master of its fate. 

She is herself the first learner of them all, for 
she is apprenticed to the great craft of monarchy. 


She is learning her business, that is to say, no 
longer as a schoolroom task or a theoretic art, 
but by actually assisting a master craftsman in his 
daily labours. The transition in Princess Eliza- 
beth’s case has been gradual; but the conspicuous 
place allotted to her in the royal tour of South 
Africa shows that by her twenty-first birthday it 
is complete. More and more we shall come to 
think of her as the articled associate of sovereignty 
over the whole vast range of tlie King’s work for 
the Empire. 

The aspect of this work that first presents itself 
to die mind, though under modern conditions it 
is scarcely the most important, is the part that the 
King takes in the political government of his 
dominions, and especially of the United Kingdom, 
where he normally resides. Although under the 
Constitution he acts exclusively on the advice of 
the Ministers who, for the time being, command 
the confidence of Parliament, he exercises a very 
real and profound personal influence. He shares 
all the secrets of the C'abinet — they are indeed 
tcclmically his secrets rather than theirs; he keeps 
in touch with every branch of high policy. And, 
since Governments come and go but the King 
remains, he gradually acquires a continuous 
experience richer and more varied than any party 
statesman can hope tt> possess. He is always 
accessible for consultation; and although in con- 
stitutional form his Ministers advise him, there 
arc few of them who cannot recall occasions when 
he has most valuably, though informally, been 
able to advise them. 

Now since this personal contribution of the 
Sovereign to government depends mainly on the 
duration of his direct contact with administration, 
it will be of evident value if c.xperiencc can begin 
to be acquired before accession to the throne; and 
in fact it has long been customary to give the heir 
appaient, as well as the King, access to all tlic most 
important State papers. (Queen Victoria was 
much criticized for excluding her eldest son from 
any considerable dealing with high policy until 
he was far advanced in middle age.) There is no 
precedent for giving an heiress the key to the 
dispatch cases in wliich Cabinet documents are 
circulated; but the position of women in public 
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t'c has vastly cliangcd since last one of them was whatever their party, who might some day be her 
cii to tlic tlirone, and no one will be surprised if Ministers; perhaps especially she should interest 
cps arc taken before long to give Princess Eliza- herself in those who have not yet come to the 
cth personal contact witli the routine of govern- highest place, but arc likely to be the leaders of the 
lent. In this way it may be expected that, b)’ the future, l^rinccss Elizabeth has been accustomed to 

me she becomes Queen, she will already have meet, as the daughter of any less exalted family 

rasped all those threads of long-term policy would do, all those who visit her father’s house, 

diich continue from Parliament to Parliament, and has tlius already begun to acquire that 

Illy slightly deflected by the particular party that knowledge of the men of mark in the land, 

appens to be in power. knowledge which she will require as Queen. 

Secondly, the King helps govemment by being Before leaving the political functions of 
n terms of personal friendship with the group of Princess Elizabeth as heir to the thrtnie, it is 
len who for the time being form his administra- necessary to mention certain formal duties which 
on; and this friendship will in the nature of arc laid upon her by statute. She is not only the 
lings continue after their opponents have thrown King’s associate and assistant, but in certain 
lein out of ofiicc, even though he must then circumstances his appointed understudy. In the 
:;asc to discuss policy witli them. I'hus, by being event of serious illness, which totally incapacitates 
n equally good personal terms v/itli both sides, him for the discharge of his royal duties, the 
1 C King can do much to smooth the intercourse Princess becomes Regent of the United Kingdom, 
t politicians, and to encourage that sense of com- enjoying nearly all the powers of the King 
idcship in the adventure of public service, which liimself. If on the other hand he is absent from the 
nites men at a deeper level than the acrimonies realm, the royal prerogative is to be jointly exer- 
t debate, and has for generations been the dis- cised by a committee of five, called Councillors 
nguishing mark and tlic pride of British Parlia- of State, who arc to be the Queen and the tour 
iients. adults of the Royal Family who are nearest to the 

Here, too, the heiress has a vital part to play, succession. Although the Princess, like any other 
he must learn to know the leaders of the nation, subject, docs not come of age till she is twenty-one. 
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a special anicnJniotit to the Regency Act was 
passed, wliich c]nalified her for the position of 
Councillor of State from the age of eighteen; and 
in fact she was more than once a Councillor of 
State during the King’s visits to his troops abroad 
during the war, although, for security reasons, 
no publicity coultl be given to the appointment. 
If the Queen is absent with the King, the Princess 
becomes the head of the Council. 

But, as has been said, it is not in the domain of 
politics that modern royalty plays its most 
characteristic part. The King is above all the 
supreme representative, uniting all the threads of 
the Empire’s life in his own person, helping its 
many communities scattered round the globe to 
feel that they are one family of which he is the 
head, linking the traditions of the past to the hopes 
of the future by his embodiment of both in tJie 
present. This supremely important function of 
kingship and queenship Princess Elizabeth has to 
prepare herself to take up, and that mainly by 
sharing in its exercise. 

Now there are two aspects of the royal repre- 
sentation. There is first the ceremonial side. 
Many foreign observers have remarked that the 
British have a genius for pageantry that no other 
nation approaches; and if this is true, it is because 


ceremonies here express real and profound feeling. 
In all the stately and glowing solemnities of 
Church and State, which arc carried on in order 
that the people may sec in the mirror of royalty 
some reflection of the inheritance they have 
received and the proud fellowship in which they 
share, the heiress is expected to go her proces- 
sional way as a figure only less striking in its 
majesty than are the figures of the King and 
Queen themselves. There must be times when 
her human personality will be deliberately 
submerged in the pomp and circumstance of the 
part she plays. 

She is required to be impressive when she 
appears as a symbolic figure (m state occasions, 
she is equally required effectively to carry through 
the other and more intimate form of royal 
representation. In the latter role she has to sum 
up for her future subjects all that is most charac- 
teristic of their own lives, the normal life of 
normal British people, distilled as it were into its 
essence. She must be able to enter into the minds 
of all sorts and conditions of people, and they 
must feel that they can in some degree enter into 
hers; so that as she moves among them at their 
work and at their play it may seem that through 
her a message of friendship and understanding is 
conveyed between the whole nation, or indeed 
the whole Empire, and one of its parts. It may 
be only a very humble part, but in that moment 
it is given worth and dignity. 

This is a kingly function, and in a larger sense a 
function shared by all the Royal Family. The 
Princess, as in all else that belongs to her station, 
will be preparing herself to discharge it in its 
primary form by making herself ultimately the 
true representative of the whole Empire, distri- 
buted about the world, and of the unbroken 
tradition of its past, its present, and its future. In 
concrete terms, she must travel widely in space, 
in order to make personal contact with all its 
peoples; she must travel in time, by making 
herself acquainted with its history. That is the 
preparatory side of her mission as representative. 
But it has a more immediate and active side. 
Although she is to become eventually the supreme 
representative ol the whole, it is natural at this 
stage of her career that she should be in a special 
sense the representative of a part. She should 
stand particularly for the young, becoming at 
once the leader of the generation which has 
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reached maturity with her; she will represent 
indeed the undying spirit of Britain, but with all 
the emphasis upon the future, upon what it is 
becoming more than what it has been. 

In her public capacity she will naturally give her 
patronage to the many organizations seeking to 
advance tlie interests of young people: she will 
gather about her young men and women who may 
be expected to influence the fortunes of the people 
in the coming years. When she has a home of her 
own, it may be expected to become a centre of 
hospitality where new ideas, hopeful but not yet 
sufficiently proven to call for the recognition of 
the Sovereign in person, may be discussed and 
encouraged. This has always been in some sense 
customary with heirs to the throne, although in 
the past it has taken a different shape from any 
now conceivable for, in the Hanoverian reigns 
when the King exercised his personal influence in 
favour of one of the political parties, the house of 
the Prince of Wales was apt to be the centre of 
intrigue for the groups in opposition who hoped 
to be swept to power when the new reign should 
begin. There is now no danger that such a disas- 
trous rivalry will recur; first, because the King’s 
Court is nowada)'s no longer a headquarters of 
party politics and, secondly, because the unhappy 
tradition of family feuds which darkened the 
records of the Hanoverian dynasty has given 
place to an ideal relationship, in which mutual 


confidence between father and daughter is self- 
evident to the world. 

And in this connection one other thing should 
be said. The Princess is the natural representative 
of the generation into which she is born, that of 
the young men and w omen who have grown up 
as their country moves out of the shadows of the 
Second World War. She does not represent them 
only as workers, or as voters, or predominantly in 
their more serious moods. She stands for their 
whole life, and more especially, if anything, on 
its lighter side. For youth is a time for enjoyment; 
and for the youth of this generation above all, 
whose childhood has been overshadowed by the 
privations, the dangers, and the sheer tedium of 
war, it needs to be asserted publicly that they have 
a right to a full share of amusement and carefree 
happiness. This is perhaps what Coethe meant 
when he said that youth itself w'as the education 
of the young. The proper person to assert their 
rights in this regard is their chief, the King’s young 
daughter. They have their work to do and so has 
she; tlicy will see her performing a strenuous 
round, and hear her voice uplifted upon occasions. 
But they will also see her dancing and riding and 
sailing, and dining out, watching football matches 
and race meetings (and from time to time backing 
her fancy like any other enthusiast); in fact, giving 
rein to native high spirits in the sort of gaiety that 
the world owes to any girl of her years, and of 
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late has generally denied. When she is thus 
enjoying herself she is playing as royal and as 
valuable a part as if she were driving, robed and 
coroneted, in some State procession; for she is 
prcacliing by practice the wholesome doctrine 
that the millions of young men and women of the 
post-war Commonwealth, who are born to sliare 
her birthright and arc at heart very like her, are 
entitled to the guerdon of youth and will be 
better citizens for it. The photographs of the 
Princess, which illustrate this volume, show her 
nearly always in liappy moods; and naturally, 
because her happy moments are many, and it is for 
happiness above all that she stands and should 
stand in the national life. 

It is a curious historical fact that no Queen of 
England has in the course of nature succeeded to 
her father; and nc^ reigning sovereign until King 
George VI has brought up his daughter as his 
successor. To this generalization there are certain 
apparent exceptions. Although Queen Victoria 
was the niece of' her two predecessors, George IV 
and William IV, all our t)thcr cjueens regnant 
were the daughters t)f kings. But Henry VIII, the 
father of Mary I and Elizabeth, was immediately 
succeeded by his stm, their younger brother 
Edward VI; and James II, the father of Mary 11 
and Anne, did not in the ordinary course of nature 
vacate the throne that the elder of them ascended, 
but was deposed by a successful revolution, which 
set her, jointly witli her husband, William III, in 
his place. Moreover, Mary was in no sense his 
heiress, for he had a son, afterwards known to the 
Jacobites as James III (of England) and VIII 
(of Scotland) and to the Whigs as the Old J*re- 
tender; she and William reigned by no hereditary 
right, but by a purely parliamentary title. 

It is further true that two princesses, far separat- 
ed by the centuries, have been designated by their 
fathers as their successors. At a great council in 
London early in the year 1127, King Henry I, w'ho 
had lost his only son in the tragic wreck of the 
White Ship, caused the magnates of the realm to 
swear allegiance to his daughter Maud as their 
future queen. But she was then twenty-four and 
already the widow of a foreign monarch, the 
Emperor Henry V; and since within a few 
months she was sent abroad again as the bride of 
Geoffrey Plantagcnet, Count of Anjou, it clearly 
cannot be considered that King Henry in any 
sense brought her up for the position he designed 


for her. She figures in our history as the Empress 
Maud (or Matilda), who fought King Stephen 
through some of the most miserable years of our 
history, and eventually as the mother of the great 
King Henry II; but she was never crowned and is 
not reckoned among the queens regnant of England. 

Nearly seven centuries after the Empress Maud, 
a daughter, the Princess Charlotte, was born in 
1796 to George, Prince of Wales, afterwards 
George IV, and his wife Caroline of Brunswick. 
Since her parents, in a clearly irreconcilable 
quarrel, separated soon afterwards, it became 
evident very early in her life that she was unlikely 
ever to have a brother; and she was universally 
recognized as destined to be Queen of England. 
It stands to the credit of the Prince Regent, in 
whose private character history has not found 
much to praise, that, scrupulously shielding his 
daughter from all contact with the dissipated life 
he led, he caused her to be brought up under a 
careful discipline especially devised to prepare her 
for her exalted destiny. As she came to woman- 
hood Princess Charlotte gathered to herself a 
widespread popularity, becoming indeed the very 
embodiment of the whole people’s aspirations for 
the future. But, having been married to Prince 
Leopold of Saxe-Coburg, afterwards the first 
King of the Belgians, she died in giving birth to a 
stillborn chiltl. She was only twenty-one; and 
she did not live to see her father King. 

This pathetic tigure, whose short life ended 
almost where that of Princess Elizabeth may be 
said to begin, affords the nearest parallel in history 
to the position occupied by the present heiress. 
One outstanding contrast, however, has to be 
noted. The national affection that was poured 
out upon Princess Charlotte was rooted in the 
hope that her accession would be the signal for 
the reversal of everything in public policy, and 
especially in the life of the Court, for which her 
father had stood. Precisely tlie opposite is true of 
Princess Elizabeth. She inherits her share in the 
personal devotion that her parents have won, by 
their ow'ii record of selfless service, in tlie hearts of 
all their subjects; and the enthusiasm that greets 
her coming of age expresses the national feeling 
that, when her time comes, she will continue to 
lead them in the paths that King George and 
Queen Elizabeth have marked out. 

Of the previous queens regnant of England, 
only the blood of Queen Victoria, her great- 
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great-grandmother, flows in the Princess’s veins; 
indeed no other queen left descendants. But the 
United Kingdom to which she is heir was formed 
by the union of two equal partners; and among 
her ancestresses she counts the most famous of all 
tile sovereigns of Scotland. As King James V lay 
dying in despair at Falkland, after the great defeat 
at tlic Battle of Solway Moss, word was brought 
to him that the Queen had given birth at Linlith- 
gow to “ane fair docliter.” But he “turned his 
back to the lords and his face to the wall,” 
muttering: “It came with a lass an’ it will gang 
with a lass.” He was referring to the way that the 
Stewarts two centuries before had reached the 
tlirone, by marriage w-ith Marjorie, daughter and 
eventual heiress of King Robert the Bruce; and 
now he seemed to foresee their loss of it, when his 
own daughter should carry the inheritance into a 
new family. As it happened, he was a bad pro- 
phet; for Mary Queen of Scots married another 
Stewart, her cousin Lord Darnlcy, and their son 
doubled the glory of the family by inheriting 
England as well as Scotland. History in that 
respect is not likely to repeat itself; but an age less 
preoccupied with purely d)’nastic considerations 
will not be unduly perturbed by the prospect that 
tlie British C>rown will naturally pass, with 
Princess Elizabeth’s descendants, out of the male 
line of Saxc-Coburg-Gotha, greatly as that familv 
has made itself respected and beloved. 

But although it is true that this queen of 
romance was the daughter and successor of a 
king, it is difticult to see in her a forerunner of 
Princess Elizabeth; for she became Queen of 
Scots at the age of one week, and had little 
opportunity to explore the problems that beset the 
heiress to a throne. 

The upshot, then, of this brief review of 
previous heiresses to the English, Scottish, and 
British crowns is that the position of Princess 
Elizabeth is unique in history. She has no pre*- 
decessor of her own sex whom she can make her 
model — ^itot, for instance, Queen Victoria, who 
was kept in strict seclusion until she was eighteen 
and then at once became Queen. Born as she is to 
that inward loneliness which is in the nature of 
things the lot of royalty, she has a peculiar loneli- 
ness of her own, deriving from her special relation- 
ship to the historic tradition in which she stands. 
Stepping out therefore, on her twenty-first 
birthday, along a path of public service that no 


one has trodden quite in the same way before. 
Her Royal Highness has a right to something 
more than loyalty; she needs the personal sym- 
pathy of all those who will one day be her 
subjects. The task that awaits her in life is as 
exacting as can confront any human being; she 
can only discharge it with the constant goodwill 
and support of all the peoples in whose cause it is 
undertaken. 

A moment may be spared here to explain the 
legal provisions that place Princess Elizabeth in 
the position of what is called “heir presumptive.” 
The Crown of Great Britain is held under the Act 
of Settlement, 1701, which was passed at the end 
of the reign of William III to provide for the 
succession in case both he and the next heiress. 
Princess Anne, should die — as actually happened — 
without surviving issue. Determined as the two 
Hcnises of Parliament were to continue the 
exclusion of Anne’s (Catholic brother, they named 
as next heir after her the Elcctress Sophia of 
Hanover, the f^rotestant granddaughter of James I 
and sister of the Cavalier leader, l^rince Rupert; 
Sophia in her turn was to be succeeded by 
her “heirs general” for ever, provided that they 
also were Protestants. This remarkable old lady 
incidentally, presents, perhaps, the greatest con- 
trast to Princess Elizabeth in the list of heiresses to 
the British throne. She never saw England or 
learned its language. She became heiress at 
seventy-two and is thought to have kept herself 
alive till the age of eighty-four by sheer deter- 
mination to outlive Queen Anne and enjoy her 
long-postponed inheritance. She failed by two 
months, and her son succeeded as George I. Yet 
every sovereign who has reigned over us since 
1714 has held his throne as heir general of this half 
forgotten German princess. 

Now in our common and statute law the 
expression “heir general” means in the first place 
tlie eldest son of the eldest male line — all the 
brothers in turn being entitled to succeed in pre- 
ference to any of the sisters. But if a holder of the 
inheritance dies leaving no son (or descendant 
of a son), his daughters and their children will 
come in before his younger brothers. Thus Queen 
Victoria succeeded and not her uncle Ernest, who 
was younger than her fatlier, Edward, Duke of 
Kent. It is true that the ordinary law does not 
give preference to an eider over a younger sister, 
as it does with brothers; real property is divided 
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ccjually between them and a peerage inheritable his ultimately becoming entitled to the inlicrit- 
by heirs general goes into abeyance. But such a ancc. Any more indirect heir — for instance the 
rule cannot tolerably be applied to the Crown, brother or daughter of a king who has no son — 
which of its nature is incapable of being divided can only be “heir presumptive,” because he or 
or held in suspense. The case of two “co-heiresses she only succeeds prcsuiiiin(J that no heir apparent 
general” has never arisen since the Act of Settle- is bom. 'fhere is only one way in which a 
ment. But the succession of John Baliol to the woman can be heir apparent — that is when she 
throne of Scotland in 1292, as descendant ol the is the daughter of a sovereign’s eldest son who has 
eldest niece ol King William the Lion, and Janies 1 died before liis lather; but this case has never 
to England in 1603, as a descendant of the elder occurred in British history, 
daughter of Henry VII, constitutes partial prece- Princess Elizabeth, then, is heir presumptive, 
dents; and no doubt these were in the mind of the not heir apparent. Although the British peoples 
Attorney General when he told Parliament in have long since come to regard her eventual 
1937, though he did not give his reasons, that succession as practically ceitain, we must not be 
there was no doubt about tlie legal riglit of the misled into thinking that the distinction between 
elder daughter of King George VI to be regarded the two kinds of heir is a lawyers’ fiction, and not a 
as sole heir presumptive to the throne. real difference. The future Queen Mary II, for 

This does not, however, place her in quite the instance, remained heir presumptive until tlie 
same position as would be occupied by a male age of twenty-six, when her half-brother James 
heir. The eldest son of a king is described in his was bom; and in fact, as has been said, it was the 
father’s lifetime as “heir apparent,” that is, the Revolution of 1688, and not the course of natural 
visible heir, because nothing but death can prevent succession, that brought her the Grown. Queen 
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Mary I was licir presumptive to Henry VIII for 
twenty-one years; then came the heir apparent in 
the person of the future Edward VI. The circum- 
stances in both cases were quite unlike those 
wliicli prevail today; but law and custom have to 
provide rules that will meet all circumstances. 

These legal technicalities and historical in- 
stances have been introduced here for a purpose. 
It is sometimes asked — particularly and very 
understandably by patriotic Welshmen — whether 
Princess Elizabeth will shortly be created Princess 
of Wales. The answer is implicit in the distinction 
between an heir apparent and an heir presumptive. 
By continuous tradition since the reign of Edward 
III, the dignity of Prince of Wales has been 
conferred upon every heir apparent, and upon no 
other person whatsoever. Twice it has been given 
to a king’s grandson who became heir apparent 
by the death of his father— the future Richard II 
and George III. But it has never been given to an 
heir presumptive, male or female — neither to 
those who eventually succeeded their brothers as 
James II and William IV, nor to any of the five 
princesses who became reigning queens. It is 
sometimes said that Henry VIII made his daughter 
Mary, Princess of Wales; and he did indeed send 
her to keep her court at Ludlow as nominal head of 
the government of the principality, where she was 
commonly given the title by courtesy. But no 
letters patent coni erring the dignity have ever 
been discovered, nor can any have existed, lor 
if they had they would have prevented the bes- 
towal of it later upon her brother Edward. 

Now there is no formal law governing these 
things, and it is within the King’s power to break 
away from the past and lor the first time make the 
liciress presumptive Princess of Wales. As has 
been said. Princess Elizabeth’s position is unique in 
history, and many unprecedented things have 
been and will be done by her and for her. But all 
the value and the romance of tliis great dignity 
reside in its history, its traditions, and the im- 
memorial customs that govern its bestowal. II a 
departure from custom were now made, even to 
meet tlie exceptional case of a king’s daughter who 
is being brought up, more deliberately than any 
ot her ancestresses, as her father’s destined suc- 
cessor, a new precedent would be created and the 
old customs proportionately weakened. The 
Principality of Wales would descend to after ages 
as something different from that wliich we have 


known; future heirs or heiresses presumptive 
might be held to have a moral claim to it; and 
sooner or later some king’s son, born perhaps in 
like circumstances to the child of 1688, would 
find that his birthright had been given to another 
before be was born. 

There arc certain other dignities normally 
belonging to the heir apparent, of which the most 
important are the Dukedom of Cornwall and the 
Earldom of Chester, fhe Dukedom, the first 
example of that rank to be created in England, was 
bestowed by charter upon the Black Prince in 
1339; and the charter is still in force. By its terms 
the duchy goes automatically to the King’s eldest 
son, and can belong to no other person; even the 
future kings Richard II and George III, though 
they were made Princes of Wales on the deaths of 
their respective fathers, could not he Dukes of 
Cornwall. A Duchess of Cornwall in her own 
right is a legal impossibility. 

'J‘he Earldom of Chester is not quite in the 
same case. It does not, like the Dukedtnn of 
Cornwall, belong automatically to the heir 
apparent, but is freshly created in each reign. But 
its crcatiiMi is subject to certain customary rules, 
the purpose of which is to keep it available for 
future heirs. Being a peerage, it is of its nature 
hereditary; though this characteristic is veiled, 
since it repeatedly merges in the Crown on 
the accession of the Earl. But if a woman, 
though heir presumptive, were made Countess ot 
Chester, and then an heir apparent were born, 
she might marry and have children, and thus 
carry the earldom by inheritance away from the 
royal house. The rule of custom has therefore 
ordained that only the King’s son or grandson 
shall be made Earl ot Chester. 

There are of ccnirse other royal dignities with 
ancient and romantic associations to which these 
objections do not apply. When a dukedom is 
bestowed upon a king’s younger son, it is always 
with a provision that it shall pass after him to his 
male heirs; and thus the probabilit)' that it will 
become in the course of generations entirely 
detached from the Royal Family is fully accepted. 
From this point of view the position of a daughter 
does not difler from that of a younger son. If, 
therefore, the King should wish to give his heiress 
high rank in the peerage, the several dukedoms 
established by custom as royal, so far as they arc 
at present vacant, are all at his disposal. It has not 
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indeed been done before. Queen Victoria was 
never a peeress, partly no doubt because she was 
barely eighteen when she ascended the throne. 
Before her time the accepted way of giving rank 
to a woman was through her husband. Prince 
Leopold, it is said, was just about to be made 
Duke of Kendal when his wife. Princess Char- 
lotte, came to her untimely death; Queen Anne, 
before her accession, had become a duchess 
through the bestowal of the Dukedom of Cum- 
berland oil her husband, Prince George of 
Denmark. Her elder sister, Mary II, needed no 
Knglisli ennoblement, having married the Prince 
of Orange long before her father came to the 
throne. As for the two queenly daughters of 
Henry VIII, though they were in turn regarded as 
unsatisfactory makeshift heirs until the birth of his 
son, fin* most of their father’s reign they were 
sudlciently pleased to keep their heads i>n their 
shoulders, without troubling overmuch about a 
coronet to adorn them. 

There are, therefore, no very firm precedents to 
inllucnce the King’s free decision on this question. 
There is an evident advantage of simplicity in 
waiting until the Princess’s marriage and then 
conferring on her husband any dignity it is 
desired she should enjoy; for thus it would be 
shared between them, as would not be the case if 
it were bestowed upon her separately. But there 
is one constitutie/iial possibility to be taken into 
account. By immemorial tradition the King’s 
heir- normally as Duke of Cornwall — has ranked 
as the head of the Second Estate of the Realm, the 
Lords Temporal in the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment. At present the House of Lords does not 
acknowledge any right of women to be sum- 
moned to its counsels. But very few male strong- 
holds nowaday s are able to hold out indefinitely 
against the assaults of the other sex; and it would 
be rash to consider it impossible that, in the course 
of the present reign, either a new statute or a 
reinterpretation of the existing law may bring into 
being a House of Lords and Ladies. If that 
should happen, it would surely be the unanimous 
wish of the people that the heiress to the throne 
should be the first of her sex to take her seat and 
assume the ancient position of the heir at the bead 
of the lay peerage. Indeed one may suppose that 
in those circumstances the Prime Minister of the 
day would formally advise His Majesty to confer 
upon his daughter a peerage in her own right. 


Which of the royal dukedoms would be chosen 
for such a purpose is a matter for the taste of the 
two exalted personages concerned, though no 
doubt their taste would be guided by history. 
There arc three that have claims to be considered. 
C'larence, which was borne by a comparatively 
recent heir presumptive, afterwards William IV, 
and most recently by the elder brother of 
King George V, has the most venerable history, 
going back thnnigh the great feudal house of 
Clare to the morrow of the Norman Conquest. 
Cumberland, as has been said, is the only peerage 
title that has belonged to a future queen regnant 
of England. Its last English holder was Ernest, 
fifth son of King George III, who, on the death 
of his brother William, succeeded to the Kingdom 
of Hanover as heir male under the Salic Law, 
while his niece Victoria, daughter of his ehler 
brother, inherited England as heir general under 
the Act of Settlement. Thereafter the Dukedom 
of Cumberland became merged in this German 
kingdom, and was extinguished by Act of' Parlia- 
ment during the first World War. The third 
probable peerage is the Dukedom of York, W'hich, 
being by custom given to the King’s second son, 
has been held by most of the male heirs presump- 
tive in Hnglish history. Edward IV, Henry VIII, 
Charles I, James II, George V and George VI were 
all in their time Dukes of York, and nothing could 
be more in accord with the spirit of linglish 
history than the assumption some day by Princess 
Elizabeth of the dignity that her father and 
grandfather before her have endeared to the 
people. 

But all these things are but the outward trap- 
pings of princely estate, empty in themselves, 
though full of significance if they are understood 
as helping to place J*rincess Elizabeth in the long 
succession of queens and heirs to which she 
belongs, and to symbolize the subtle relationship 
that unites her with the people over whom she 
will some day reign. Clothed then in the tradi- 
tions that have descended to her from so many by- 
gone men and women who have once occupied 
positions partly resembling hers, yet also born to 
circumstances that are in so many ways unique, 
tlie Princess — who is today the most important 
young woman of her age in the world — may be 
expected to make for herself a brilliant place in the 
life of the nation during the many years that all 
hope will pass before she is called to her high destiny. 
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LIFE STORY OF 

THE PRINCESS : (I) CHILDHOOD 


O N 20th April, 1926, Sir William Joynson- 
Hicks, Secretary of State for Home 
Affairs in Mr. Baldwin’s second govcni- 
ment, was summoned to No. 17 Bruton Street, 
in the west end of London, the home of Lord 
and Lady Strathmore. His journey was made in 
obedience to ancient custom, and called up 
memories of a famous constitutional crisis of two 
and a half centuries before. In July, 1688, Queen 
Mary of Modena, second wife of King James II, 
whose previous children had died in infancy, and 
who had long been thought incapable of having 
another, gave birth prematurely to the son who 
was afterw’ards to be known to the Whigs as the 
Old Pretender, and to the Jacobites as King James 
III and VIII. The event, in that age of ruthless 
party conflict, became the occasion of ferocious 
controversy, for the birth of a son who would be 
brought up as a papist was hailed by the one side 
and execrated by the other as extinguishing the 
hopes of the eventual accession of the King’s 
Protestant daughter, Mary of Orange, to the 
throne. The infuriated Whigs soon put about a 
story that the child was no son of the King and 
Queen, but a base-born brat wliich had been 
surreptitiously introduced int<^ the Queen’s bed- 
chamber in a warming pan. No serious historian, 
even the most bigoted Whig, has ever seriously 
believed in the so-called warming-pan plot; as a 
matter of fact, the unhappy Queen went through 
her ordeal in a room crowded to suffocation with 
eminent persons of both sexes. But it is true that 
for various reasons some of the people who would 
normally be present, such as the Archbishop of 
Canterbury (who was in prison), were not there; 
and it was alleged that the King had deliberately 
packed the room with his own partisans, who 
might be trusted to perjure themselves in further- 
ance of his plot. In subsequent times, accordingly, 
it has become stereotyped custom that a minister 
constitutionally responsible to Parliament should 
be present in an adjoining room, as an unchalleng- 
able witness, at the birtli of any child who by any 


possibility of law might one day accede to the 
throne. It was on this mission that Sir William 
Joynson-Hicks came to No. 17 Bruton Street, 
where Lord Strathmore’s youngest daughter, 
Elizabeth, Duchess of York, was expecting the 
birth of her first child. 

The event that was about to take place in 
Bruton Street wms surrounded with an atmosphere 
strangely contrasting with that in St. James’s 
Palace so many years before. The Home Secretary, 
though in constitutional form he w^as an umpire 
in case of the outbreak of such another violent 
dispute as that of 1688, came in spirit as the first 
representative of a united people wholeheartedly 
rejoicing in the beginning of another generation 
of a much loved Royal Family. The time was 
pccuUarly apt for the occurrence of what w^as, in 
something more than the perfunctory sense, “a 
happy event.” The country was passing through 
a dark period. The patriotic exaltation, which 
had carried the people triumphantly through the 
tragic years of the First World War, had petered 
out in a sk>ugh of depression and disillusion, and 
a long phase of industrial disunion was to culmi- 
nate within a few days in the outbreak of the 
General Strike. Something over which all ranks 
of a divided people could unite to rejoice, because 
it spoke to them of the future in which these 
passing dissensions might be transcended, was 
therefore a much-needed stimulus to the flagging 
spirits of the nation. 

It was not, indeed, w'ith any immediate thought 
of a future sovereign that the British Empire 
looked forward to this birth. The Prince of 
Wales was not yet thirty-two; he might reason- 
ably be expected to marry and become the father 
of children, all of whom, whether boys or girls, 
would stand nearer to the succession than any 
who might be born to his brother. The child to 
be born would therefore be taken to the heart of 
the nation simply for w'hat she already was, 
rather than for what by a possibility then remote 
she might conceivably become. There was a 
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place to be filled. King George V was over sixty. 
His children were grown up. Ikit the Royal 
Family has become by universal sentiment the 
representative family of the Commonwealtli; and 
a family can scarcely be representative without 
possessing a nursery. If the King had no young 
cliildren, so the people instinctively thought, he 
ought to have grandchildren. He had, indeed, 
two already, but the sons of the Princess Royal 
were naturally regarded as belonging less to the 
Royal Family proper than to the noble house into 
which she had married. The appearance of a 
second generation in the male line would be a 
kind of completion of the Royal Family. 

The girl who was born at three o’clock in th(* 
morning on 21st April took her place at once in 
the hearts of the people, by virtue not onlv of 
her place in the Royal Family, but also of the 
great personal popularity of her parents. Thev 
had never sought any spectacular public position. 
On the contrary, they seemed deliberately to have 
made their own the most laborious and least 
conspicuous tasks in the wide range of public 
service that devolves upon the Royal Family, 
leaving all the limelight, as was constitutionally 
proper, to the heir to the throne. The Duke of 
York had devoted himself to the traditionally 
silent service of the Navy, to the bringing togetlier 
of widely separated social classes among the 
young, and to the furtherance of happy relations 
in industrial life. Rut it was precisely this self- 
sacrificing immersion in work-a-day things that 
gained him recognition as an outstanding labourer 
for the people’s best interests at this time of social 
uncertainty and disquiet. He had made himself 
a link between the large and stately ideas of 
national greatness, which it is a major function of 
royalty to make visible, and the hard realities of 
daily life which have to be faced and mastered if 
tlie state and the glory are not to become a 
mockery and a sham. 

In addition, the popularity of the Duke and 
Duchess was magnified by the universal recog- 
nition that their marriage had been a love match. 
It marked the emancipation of the Royal Family 
from a tradition of political and dynastic alliances, 
which to many people had always been distasteful, 
and in the circumstances of the modern world 
had become manifestly out of date. Even King 
George V never did a more popular thing than 
when he gladly gave his consent to the marriage 


HAPPY RETURN. In January, 1927, the Duke and 
Duchess of York left for Australia on an oficial tour, 
leavinf' their baby daughter in the care of her grand- 
parents the Earl and Countess of Strathmore. On 
their return in June there was a family reunion at 
Buckingham Palace. Above, the reunited family are 
seen waving their greetings to the enthusiastic 
crowd from the balcony of their Piccadilly home. 
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of his second son to one of his own subjects — 
and one indeed whose marriage could by no 
stretch of imagination be lield to have political 
significance. The Duchess’s parents were simple 
Scottish people, who devoted themselves, as 
became their station, to the welfare of the people 
among whom they lived, but had never sought 
to play any part upon the stage of national or 
international affairs. The family, however, had 
no cause to fear comparison with the princely 
houses of the Continent, which had furnished so 
many royal brides. According to the accepted 
canons of genealogy the lunise of Howes-Lyon 
can look back on its ancestry with no less pride 
than the Royal Family itself; for Clamis C'asilc 
has descended in an unbroken male line for nearly 
six hundretl years, which is very far from being 
true of Windsor. 

The history of this much respected Scottish 
family begins, as in our time it has culminated, 
in a royal marriage. John Lyon, one of the ablest 
Scottish officers of state in the later Middle Ages, 
having served King David II from 1369 as a 
diplomatist and ultimately chamberlain, in 1376 
.secretly married Lady Jean Stewart, the wid- 
owed daughter of David’s successor, Robert 11. 
The marriage was very soon avowed; and the 
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King conferred upon his “dear son” the honour 
of knighthood and considerable estates; to which 
Sir John’s descendants, devoting themselves 
through many generations to the royal service, 
steadily added. His grandson Patrick became, in 
1445, the first Lord Cllamis. Another Patrick, 
the ninth Lord Glamis, was created in 1606 Earl 
of Kiiighorne, and his grandson, Patrick, the 
third earl, surrendered this dignity to the Crown, 
to be re-invested as Earl of Strathmore and 
Kinghorne, receiving several new baronies in 
addition. John, the fifth earl, still faithful to the 
house of Stuart, whom his family had served for 
three and a half centuries. Joined the standard of 
“King James VIII” in 1715 and was killed at the 
Battle of Sheriffimiir; but he was not attainted, 
and the family honours descended in turn to his 
three brothers, Charles, James and Thomas. By 
1745 the family had become reconciled to the 
Hanoverian dynasty, and were not involved in 
the rebellion of that year. ]ohn, the ninth earl, 
married in 1776 the heiress of the Durham family 
of Bowes of Strcatlam Clastic, and for a time the 
family took her name. His son for the first time 
added an English peerage to the family’s long 
list of Scottish dignities, becoming Lord Bowes 
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in the year of Waterloo; but he died without issue 
and this title accordingly lapsed. It was revived 
in 1887 for his nephew, Claude, the thirteenth 
carl, who reasserted the ancient tradition of the 
family by reverting to the name of Bowes-Lyon 
instead of Lyon-Bowes. His son, Claude George, 
father of the Duchess of York, was fourteenth 
Earl of Strathmore and Kinghorne and twenty- 
second Lord Glaniis in the peerage of Scotland, 
and represented a continuous tradition which only 


They will prefer to step aside into the female but 
British line with Queen Victoria, who was the 
granddaughter of King George III; and he was in 
turn the great-grandson of King CJeorge I. Here 
again, if we care to follow the male line of 
ancestry, we shall come through the Electors of 
Brunswick into the records of another German 
princely family, this time a younger line of the 
mighty house of Guelph. In European history 
few dynasties who were never sovereign have 
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a handful of families in the three kingdoms can 
surpass or even macch. 

The Royal family is not one of them. Its 
tradition is indeed as continuous as it is majestic; 
but its continuity is that of liistory, not of genea- 
logy. If we pursue Princess Elizabeth’s ancestry 
backwards through the strictly male line, as is the 
genealogical convention, we come four genera- 
tions back to her great-great-grandfather, Albert 
of Saxe-Coburg-Gotlia; and if we wish to go 
further we shall lose ourselves in the annals of a 
German princely house of the second rank, cadets 
of the royal family of Saxony. That is not the 
direction in which the main interest of Princess 
Elizabeth’s pedigree lies for her future subjects. 


played so potent a part as these; and it is interest- 
ing that in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries 
the great Guelph confederation, which in the 
main supported the Papacy against the Empire, 
was closely associated with English dynastic 
alliances, Duke Henry the Lion, the proud and 
turbulent head of the house, being a son-in-law 
of our King Henry II. Much play was made 
with these old associations when the Guelph 
King George I came to England in 1714; but the 
reader will prefer again to turn from the German 
branches of the Princess’s ancestry, and follow die 
line that leads back into the annals of Britain. 

That line is traced through George’s mother, 
the Electress Sopliia, of whom something has 
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been said in the introcluetioii; and she in turn was 
ilic daughter of Elizabetli, Queen of Bohemia, 
with wliose father, King James VI of Scotland 
and 1 of England we return to the British Isles. 
King James therefore is the only one of the 
Stuart sovereigns of England who stands in 
Princess Elizabeth’s ancestry. Through him and 
his mother, Mary, of course, sJie descends from 
both the old English and Scottish royal lines. 
Mary Queen of Scents was the daughter of James 
V, who was the lineal descendant of Robert, 
Hereditary High Steward of Scotland, wdio became 
King in 1371 as Robert II in right of his mother, 
Marjorie Bruce, the daughter and eventual heiress 
of the patriot victor of the Battle of Bannockburn. 
Robert Bruce, in his turn, descends by a junior 
branch from King David I in the twelfth century, 
the main line of the Scottish Kings having conic 
to an end, as every schoolboy remembers, with 
the death of its heiress, Margaret the Maid of 


Norway, on her voyage home to Scotland in 
12^10. Behind King David stretches away the 
long shadowy line of the McAlpine Kings, 
including Shakespeare’s Duncan, until it is lost 
in the mists of legend, where we dimly descry one 
Fergus Mor Me Ere, said to have come from 
Ireland as first King of the Scots of Dalriada in 498. 

Kefurning to the sixteenth century. King James 
V of Scotland was, through his mother, Margaret 
Tudor, a grandson of King Henry VII of England, 
who had united the White and Red Roses by 
his marriage with Elizabeth of York. His own 
ancestry, although he did descend in an ambiguous 
way from John of Gaunt, is really less important 
than that of his wife. She was the daughter of 
King Edward IV, the heir of the Dukes of York, 
whose claim to the throne, however, was not 
derived from their male ancestor, the first Duke, 
who was only the fourth son of King Edward III, 
but from their ancestress, Anne Mortimer, great- 
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granddaughter and heiress ot' Lionel Duke of 
Clarence, the second s(mi. The line of the Black 
Prince (eldest son of Edward III) having expired 
with Richard 11 in 1339, Lionel’s descendants 
represented the senior line ot the kings known to 
after ages, but not to themselves, as Plantagenet. 
It is a relief to emerge from the tangled genealogies 
ot the fifteenth century and resume the clear line 
which runs straight back from the first three 
Edwards, Henry III and John, to the great King 
Henry II in 1159. Henry II in the male line derives 
from the Counts of Anjou, who can be followed 
back to one Tortulf the Forester in the ninth cen- 
tury, of whom history knows no more than the 
name. But Henry’s mother was the daughter of 
Henry I and a granddaughter of William the Con- 
queror. She was also the daughter of the Scottish 
Princess Margaret, who by her marri.igc with 
Henry I brought back to conquered England the 
old Anglo-Saxon royal line; being the great-grand- 
daughter of the heroic Edmund Ironside, who 
fought the last fight against the conquering Danes 
and was himself fifth in descent from Alfred the 
Great. So the illustrious line goes back through 
Egbert, sometimes called the first King of United 


England, to Cerdic, who is said to have led the 
first West Saxon war bands to Britain in the 
fifth century, and at last, if the family’s own 
records are to be believed, to the god Odin himself. 

These arc some of the mighty and romantic 
ancestors of the baby girl at No. 17 Bruton Street 
who confronted the Secretary ol State and is 
reported to have yawned at the presentation. 

In accordance with the traditional privilege of 
the City, the first person outside the house to 
whom the news was sent was the Lord Mayor 
of London; and at breakfast time it was known 
to newspaper readers throughout the land. 
Messages of congratulation to the King aiul the 
young parents flowed in from all over the 
Empire and, indeed, the whole world; and for a 
time, as was to be expected, the papers gave 
detailed but not very startling information about 
the daily progress of the small Princess. Gradually 
the excitement waned. Fascinating as the first 
steps of a newcomer in life will always be to 
tliose who have a direct interest in the child — 
and all tlie King’s subjects felt such an interest in 
diis child — they are steps that have been taken 
before, and even the most illustriously descended 



infant finds it impossible to give them an original which the first recorded baptisms wcic celebrated, 
or specially princely turn. And tliis infant aftci all the little Princess was baptized by the late Dr. 
did not seem to be marked out for any major Lang, then Archbishop of York, receiving the 
place in history. Even supposing that her uncle name Elizabeth Alexandra Mary. The sponsors 
should choose to maintain his bachelor state, there were tlie four grandparents, the Princess Royal 
was a reasonable chance that she would some day and the Duke of Connaught, the last of them a 
have a brother, who would in due course become remarkable link with the past, for at his own 
her Sovereign, and that she herself would iilti- christening the godfather after whom he was 
matcly marry some eminent subject of the King, named was Arthur, the great Duke of Wellington, 
and become the ancestress ot a family that would who had been born in 1769. 
merge itself with the people of the land. Certainly, Of the three names conferred upon the 
the Duke and Duchess of York had no desire that Princess the significance needs no explanation, 
their baby daughter should become a public figure She was called Mary after her grandmother, the 
to any greater degree than was unavoidable. Queen, Alexandra after her great-grandmother; 
No pomp and circumstance, for instance, attended for the choice of Elizabeth it v/ould be artificial 
her christening, which was privately carried out to suggest any other reason than that it was her 

in the chapel at Buckingham Palace when she mother’s name. It was none the less a happy 

was five weeks old. The gold vessel, known as coincidence that the child who was to be called 

the Lily Font, which was designed in 1840 for to such greamess should bear what must be to 
Queen Victoria’s first child, was brought from every Englishman the qiicenliest of names. 
Windsor and filled with water from the River For the first three months of her life the little 
Jordan, according to a custom going back to the Princess remained in her grandparents’ home in 

Crusades. With this water of the stream in Bruton Street, while the crowds stood outside to 
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try to catch a glimpse of her. But within, time 
flowed quietly over the generally unconscious 
head. For, like babies of less exalted rank, the 
Princess Elizabeth spent most of her days asleep. 
The industrial troubles of tliat unhappy year 
dragged themselves out to their close; they did 
not trouble her, however much they may have 
saddened the heart of that other grandparent, 
King Cieorge V, who many times broke away 
from the anxieties of kingship to come and pay 
homage, like any plebian, to the new symbol of 
the hopes of the future. For the King, known to 
all his Empire as the most fatherly of monarchs, 
threw himself with delight into the part of a 
grandfather. To watch the gnm^th of the little 
girl who would some day, though he did not 
know it, sit upon his thrtme, was perhaps the 
greatest joy of his later years; and Queen Mary 
was not less ready to play the part of the devoted 
grandmother and take the child to her heart. 

They had to part with her, however, for a 
short time when she reached the age of three 
months and went to stay at the home of her 
mother’s childhood, the famous Castle of Glamis, 
which is said to be the oldest inhabited house in 
the British Isles. The main part dates from 
the time of Patrick the first earl, at the turn of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. It is a 
place of imposing but rather grim fortifications, 
where it is easy to believe the legends of haunted 
rooms and mysterious terrifying secrets, handed 
down from father to son, which arc among the 
classic ghost stories of Scotland. There is much 
there to recall the heroic and blood-stained story 
of Scotland’s kings; but the relics are mainly 
memorials of a lost cause. In the chapel the figure 
of Christ is painted in the likeness of King 
Charles I. In the entrance hall hangs the coat of 
Graham of Clavcrliouse, known in ballad as Bonny 
Dundee. A watch left behind in 1746 recalls that, 
although the Lyons of that day had resigned 
themselves at last to Hanoverian rule, there was 
enough of the older loyalty left to make their 
castle a sanctuary for a few days of Prince Charlie’s 
wanderings. Here, in fact, still survives the 
memory and the atmosphere of the old allegiance; 
and the little girl gradually awakening in its 
shadow to the full consciousness of life, the child 
in whose veins flowed the blood both of Stuart 
and of Hanover, was in her own person an 
emblem of the reconciliation that comes at last 


to soften the memories of “old unhappy far off 
things and battles long ago.” 

It was, indeed, in the shadow only of those 
frowning walls that the baby passed her earliest 
days, for the more venerable, imposing, and some- 
times forbidding buildings, containing apartments 
with such sombre names as “The Hangman’s 
Room,” arc not now the home of daily life. 
There is a modern wing, rebuilt in the last 
century, looking out on a pleasant Dutch garden, 
which is Lady Strathmore’s personal creation and 
care; and here in an atmosphere of light and 
peace the Princess made her first acquaintance 
with Scotland. 

In mid-autumn the Duke and Duchess with 
their daughter came back to London and remained 
at Buckingham Palace until it was time for the 
whole Royal Family to go off together to spend 
their Christmas holiday at Sandringham. This 
pleasant Norfolk country house was always the 
favourite home of King George V, and he loved 
to slip back there into the position of squire 
among his tenantry rather than the King Emperor 
of innumerable subjects. The little curly-headed 
girl, who by this time was crawling at an ever 
accelerating pace up and dow'ii the passages, 
completed by her presence the atmosphere proper • 
to an English family C'hristmas. It was a merrier 
time for the King and Queen than perhaps they 
had enjoyed since the last of their children had 
grown up; but for the Duke and Duchess the 
merriment was not without an undercurrent of 
sadness. The service that the country expects of 
all the Royal Family, and that is always rendered 
devotedly and without question, has often to be 
given at the cost of a sacrifice not demanded of 
humbler folk. The Commonwealth of Australia 
was about to celebrate the institution of its new 
capital at Canberra, and had petitioned the King 
to send out his second son as his representative 
to preside over the ceremonies of inauguration 
and to open the first Canberra Parliament in state. 
The Princess was adjudged too young to travel 
half way round the world. In a less exalted 
family no doubt the father would have performed 
the mission alone, while the mother remained 
behind to marvel at the miracles of the first 
months of baby life, for which nothing in later 
years can altogether compensate. But this mission 
of tlie Duke of York was something moic than 
a state ceremonial. Australian loyalty required 
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BRIDESMAID AT DUKE OF KENT’S WEDDING— 29th NOVEMBER, 1934 






A JUBILEE AND A WEDDING. On 6th May. 1935. King George V ami Queen 
Mary celebrated their Silver Jubilee and the Royal Family attended a thanksgiving 
service in St. Paul's Cathedral. Above, the King. Queen, and members of the Royal 
Family are seen on the balcony of Buckingham Palace after the service. Below 





(left), the two Princesses are leavi/if' the Cathedral with their parents and the Duke and 
Duchess of Kent. In the following November, the Duke of Gloucester married Lady 
Alice Scott, when Princess Elizabeth was af^ain a bridesmaid. Below (rif^ht), .she is 
seen bidding goodbye to the newly married couple as they left on their honeymoon. 






the presence ot a representative of the Queen as 
well as the Kinu;, to be the centre of the national 
rejoicing, and the Duchess, at whatever cost in 
human feeling, had to tear herself away from tlic 
nursery which had become tlie focus of her life. 
The baby remained at Huckingham Palace, every 
day consolidating her dominion c>ver the hearts 
oi her grandparents, learning to walk and to 
torm her first words, and posing repeatedly for 
photographers, professional and amateur; for her 
young parents twelve thousand miles away in- 
sisted upon receiving fresh pictures by every mail. 
That does not mean quite so much as it would 
today, tor the air rouie to Australia had not yet 
been mapped out; but at least they were doing 
all that was within human power to watch 
through the eye ol the camera the fascinating 
progress they so much longed to see. 

They were not the only ones who were watch- 
ing with the mind’s eye Australia was quite as 
much excited over the newcomer to the Royal 
Family as was the mother country; and from 
every part ot the Commonwealth gifts of toys of 
all shapes and si/es came pouring in. When at 
last M.M.S. Rcnonni sailed from Perth on the 
return journey room had to be ttnind lor over 
three tons of Her Royal Highness’s property — 
including some score of live parrots. 

Meanwhile two sets ot grandparents had been 
in amicable rivalry tor the enjoyment of the baby’s 
company. The settlement reached was that she 
should divide her time equally between the two 
families; and with characteristic courtesy King 
Cieorge permitted the subject’s claim to be satisfied 
before the Sovereign’s. So ofl' went the Princess 
to spend the first half of her six months as a 
temporary orphan with Lady Strathmore at her 
Fnglish country home at St. Paul’s, Walden Bury, 
in Hertf(.>rdshire. In contrast to the stern grandeur 
of Glamis Castle this red brick house of Queen 
Anne’s date breathed suggestions of nothing but 
tlu' simplest, kindliest, and most fragrant aspects 
ol English country life. Here was no majesty of 
historic association; and yet there was the mellow- 
ness and peace that come only in the midst of a 
people to whom the centuries have brought ripe- 
ness and harmony. It was winter time now; and 
so Princess Elizabeth could not yet bask in the 
sunny gardens, with their oak trees and mulberries 
and elaborate topiary, their roses and their bees, 
which would be a delight in many later summers 





of diilclhood. But slic could inherit her mother’s 
own nursery, and make the adventurous transition 
from progress on all fours to the dignity of the 
upright posture in the midst of the story-book 
pictures that had been hung round the walls to 
frame the childhood of the ten Bowes-Lyon boys 
and girls of a generation before. It is in these 
sanctuaries of unpretentious family life that time 
seems most gracefully to stand still as the genera- 
tions repeat themselves; and the illusion was the 
more perfect at St. Paul’s because the Duchess’s 
own nurse, Miss Knight, was still there to take 
charge of another Elizabeth. Hers was a trust of 
momentous import to a great Empire, although 
it is unlikely that her name will appear promi- 
nently in any history book, and although she 
certainly did not receive any instrument of 
appointment corresponding to the solemn letters 
patent which King Henry VI at the age of nine 
months granted under the Great Seal to his nurse. 
Dame Alice Butler, “with licence reasonably to 
chastise us’’ if the occasion should require. It is 
well sometimes for a pe(')ple who owe so great a 
part of the unique harmony of their national life 
to the service rendered by ros alty to reflect for a 
moment on the profound influence that may be 
exerted, through their Kings and Queens upon 
themselves, by iinknow'n men and women who 


have guided the future wearers of crowns through 
their earliest and most impressionable years. It 
is the peculiar good fortune of the English that 
there is always an abundance of men and women 
of simple and upright character who can under- 
take in obscurity the tasks of which the conse- 
quences will become of world-wide significance, 
though their own contribution will be forgotten; 
and among these Miss Knight is entitled to an 
honourable place, as the first of a succession of 
tried and trusted friends who have helped their 
future Sovereign on her way. 

Most small children have a tendency, some- 
times disconcerting to the self-esteem of their 
elders, to exalt their four-footed to at least an 
equal place with their human friends. It seems to 
have been during this stay at St. Paul’s, Walden, 
that the Princess made her first acquaintance 
with the world ol dogs, here represented by two 
large and amiable chows, one black and one 
brown, which after the manner of their kind 
submitted with an astonishingly goi>d grace to 
the indiscriminate mauling of baby hands. They 
were the first of an endless succession of pets 
which were to become an indispensable part of 
the Princess’s life; she was a dog lover from 
infancy, and very soon a horse lover as well; aiul 
many photographs in this book lend support 


LEAVING CRATHIE CHURCH WITH HER GRANDFATHER -AUGUST, 1935 




to the view that the time she spends with animals About the time that H.M.vS. Renown was 
includes some of the happiest hours of her life. steaming out of Port Melboume the Princess 
The three months at St. Paul’s, Walden, however, moved into a home of her own, and indeed, in 
came to an end, and the King and Queen carried the absence of her parents, might be held to have 
off their granddaughter to Ihickingham Palace, attained the dignity of temporary head of the 
She was now nearly a year old, and beginning household. Number 145 Piccadilly had been 
to be a distinguishable figure in human society, acquired as a town residence for the Duke and 
She began to be aware of her two cousins, George Duchess of York; and before leaving fcor Australia 
and Gerald Lascclles, both a little older than the Duchess had herself devoted much time and 
herself, who came to tea and gave her the chance care to the fitting up of the nursery flot)r. It was 
to practise the new art of conversation. She had at the top of the house, where the rooms opened 
not many words yet; but she was learning to say on a circular landing under a glass ihnne; a 
“Mummie” in preparation for an important landing that could be made at will a racecourse . 
meeting now drawing near; she even accomplished or a stage, and above all a vantage point from ^ 
what many historians would have thought an which baby eyes could get a perfect view of the - 
impossibility by finding a new variant upon the coming and going of the innumerable visitors — 
manifold versions of her own name. She took some of them great figures in the life of the 
to calling herself “J.ilibet,” and the charming nation — who crossed the entrance hall far below 
liquid syllables soon became inseparably attached to be entertained by the Duke and Duchess of 
to her on the lips of her family and friends. York. The nurseries had their own kitchen, and 


Y BWTHYN BACH. '‘"The Little Hoiise^" was presented to Princess Elizaheth 
on her sixth hh thday by the people of Wales. It was erected in the gardens of 
the Royal Lodge at Windsor where, in 1936, this photograph was taken. 





OUTSIDE “THE LITTLE HOUSE.” The Royal Family are ^reat doK 
lovers as is shown by this picture taken in front of Y Bwthyn Bach in I9J6. 
Two corgis, a Tibetan Hon dog and a Labrador complete the family group. 


everything was arranged to provide a self-con- 
tained life for the little coininiinity of which the 
]*rinccss was the centre. Behind tlie house was 
a small garden, and when that did not siifhce 
there was the whole of Hyde Park to walk in; 
at least there would have been, had it not been 
found very quickly that public interest in the 
Princess was far too great to allow her to take 
her walks undistracted. The cr(^wds that Hocked 
round the perambulator wherever it w^ent soon 
became unmanageable; and the Princess was for 
the most part driven back on the garden, although 
her innumerable admirers still managed to catch 
an occasional glimpse through the railings which 
were all that divided it from the park. 

And so at last the long separation — for be it 
remembered that six months were nearly half 
the Princess’s lifetime up to date, and by that 
time scale they must be measured — came to an 
end. On the afternoon of 27th June the little 
girl was dressed in her brightest clothes and taken 


across to Buckingham Palace, where the seething 
crowds round the gates no doubt conve)’ed to 
her that for some leason this was no ordinary 
occasion. She did not yet know that the cheers 
of many thousand people are not the ordinary 
accompaniment when any little girl meets her 
parents again after a long separation; but when 
eventually the royal car drove in from Victoria 
Station and the Duchess seized her daughter in 
her arms, the re-union was not to be distinguished 
from any similar happy scene. 

Afterwanls the three tons of toys were un- 
loaded and brought for the inspection of their 
fortunate owner. Some of them were taken to 
her heart, and went to crowd the shelves of the 
toy cupboard at 145 Piccadilly. Even royal hands, 
however, delighting in destruction as do those of 
all small children, could scarcely work through 
so vast a supply; and a large proportion of these 
multitudinous gifts soon finind its way to child- 
ren’s hospitals and other charities. No doubt the 



CORONATION DAY. The Duke of Norfolk^ Earl Marshal of England, 
received Princess Elizabeth when she arrived at Westminster Abbey to attend 
the Coronation of her parents in that historic building on J2th May, 1937. 



LEAVING THE ABBEY. After the Coronation ceremony the two Princesses, 
wearing their coronets and walking hand-in-hand with bowed heads, immediately 
preceded Queen Mary from the Abbey in the ceremonial procession. 







WITH THE ROYAL BODYGUARD. During his visit to Scotland the 
King inspected the Royal Company of Archers^ his bodyguard for Scotland^ 
at Holyrood Palace, Edinburgh. Above, with the Queen and the two Princesses, 
he is seen in conversation with members of this famous company. 

gcncrous-heartcd donors would understand. Even The Dudiess was insistent tliat no one but the 
from infancy the members of tlie Royal Family Princess’s mother should direct and supervise 
are first and foremost representatives of their every detail of her upbringing. The best of 
subjects, the people; and the gifts they receive are nurses were there to help, but were no substitute 
given by implication to the people with whom for a mother’s personal affection and care. So, 
they are at one. To pass on their presents where in spite of all the demands that arc made upon 
they will be most appreciated is the right and royal persons even if outside the direct line of 
royal expression of gratitude. succession, it was the Duchess herself who told 

But far more precious to a baby princess than the Princess the old familiar fairy talcs and 
a regiment of teddy bears was the restoration of nursery rhymes that are the common inheritance 
a devoted mother and father, whom she could of prince and peasant, and it was she who in due 
now begin to know as living and loving human course guided her through the first formidable 
creatures, and not as the mere elemental forces mysteries of the ABC. The Duke, still more 
that they must presumably have appeared in beset with the manifold preoccupations of his 
cradle days, or as the remote and scarcely com- public life, was no less determined to devote 
prehended names that the)' had been during those every possible moment to watching and partici- 
six months of separation. For several years paring in the endlessly fascinating process that 
now the efforts of the Duke and Duchess would gradually transformed the passive helplessness of 
be devoted to securing for their daughter the sort babyhood into a person in her own right with a 
of natural, homely, and intimate nursery life that character, a temper, a will, and very definite 
every little girl ought to enjoy, and to prevent tastes and capacities of her own. 
the innumerable claims that ceremonial and public She was very much a person by the time she 
life made upon themselves from breaking in upon was two and a half; and she was even capable then 
her and disturbing the natural tenor of her days, of performing, though she did not know it, a 





WITH “DOOKIE” AT GLAMIS— 1937 


public service to the Coiunion wealth. That was 
the time, at tlie end of 1928, when the almost 
desperate illness of Kiny, George V kept the whole 
Empire for many weeks under the persistent 
shadow of imminent loss. When at last the 
crisis was surmounted, and he went away to 
recover his strength slow^Iy in the sea air of 
Bognor, it was at his special request that his 
little granddaughter was invited to keep him 
company; and it is easy to believe that her sunny 
vitality and her loving nature contributed much 
to the re-establishment of his health. 

Sick or hale, the old King, whom the Princess 
generally addressed as “Grandpapa England” was 
always the devoted slave of his granddaughter, 
would meekly accept the imperious commands 
or devastating rebukes that the very young 
habitually deal out to their elders, and would 
spend hours playing nursery games little suggestive 
of the pomp and dignity proper to the King’s 
Majesty. He was, however, only one of four 
grandparents, and all of them combined to sur- 
round the Princess witli the environment of an 
idyllic childhood. She travelled backwards and 


forwards tlirough the range of delightful homes 
with which their united resources could provide 
her: to Buckingham Palace and Windsor Castle, 
to Sandringham, Balmoral and Birkhall, and to 
the various houses of the Bowes-Lyon family at 
Glamis or St. Paul’s, Walden Bury, in Hertford- 
shire. All those houses had their own distinctive 
characters, all of them were steeped in the rich 
traditions of England or Scotland; but it was 
probably not the bricks or stones that made for 
the Princess die essential environment of her 
earliest life. It was to the gardens and the woods 
that she most intimately belonged. She was pre- 
eminently a creature of the open air, nearly always 
in rapid motion, delighting in her own early 
attempts at gardening, romping with innnmer- 
abJe dogs, and before she was four years old 
acquiring her first Shetland pony, named Peggy, 
and taking her first lessons in riding from Owen, 
the King’s stud groom. 

All tliis might have been the lot of any child 
born into a family fortunate enough to have 
access to big country houses and spacious gardens 
scattered up and down the land. The Duke and 
Duchess had no desire that the Princess should 
have anything more; but witli tlie best intentions 
her royal position could not be prevented from 
occasionally bringing her its own heady excite- 
ments. There were soldiers, for instance. When 
a very small girl discovers that the imposing 
scarlet guardsman at the gate will go through 
the stately exercise known as “presenting arms” 
every time she chances to pass the sentry box, 
she would not be human if she did not set the 
clashing machinery at work over and over again. 
So also it was an excitement when the Princess 
discovered that grown-up ladies would sink to 
tlie earth before her in the ceremonious gesture 
of the curtsey; but this came rather later in life. 

She was rather more than four years old when 
the first great transformation occurred in the 
nursery world. On 21st August, 1930, she was 
told that a baby sister had arrived to keep her 
company, and looked out from the tall windows 
of Glamis to see the night sky spangled with 
fire, as beacons were lit to carry the news over 
Scotland. It was the beginning of a companion- 
ship more happy and devoted than is common 
among sisters, more particularly when there is a 
considerable gap between their ages. The elder 
immediately took the newcomer to her heart. 




GIRL GUIDE REVIEW. On 19th June, 1938, the two Princesses made 
their first official appearance in uniform when the King and Queen reviewed 1,000 
Girl Guides at Windsor Castle. Above, Princess Margaret is trying to replace her 
sistePs sheath knife which the King had playfully '‘’‘stolen'^ from her belt. 


heaping her own toys on the baby’s cot; and 
almost from the first up to the present time her 
sister has been by far her most intimate friend. 

Thereafter followed the process of new adapta- 
tions which every eldest child has to undergo 
when it ceases to be alone in the nursery and 
becomes, instead of a diminutive autocrat, no 
more than a member of a community of two, 
and that not the member about whom the 
greater fuss is made. The disturbing experience 
goes on inarticulately, within the recesses of 
childish personaUty, and is forgotten before the 
subject is of an age to tell the world about it. 
All that can be said about this particular example 
of an almost universal experience is that Princess 
Elizabeth passed through the revolution of her 
world witliout a sign of inward turmoil. She 
has never been self-centred or much conccnicd 
with her own importance; and from the first she 
saw her little sister far more as a companion and 
playfellow than as a rival. Life was now doubled 
in interest, because two small minds, with the 
world opening out its romantic possibilities before 
them, could share and discuss every new aspect 
of its limitless prospects. There was someone to 
play with, someone to race with, and of course 
someone that it was only human nature to 
quarrel with occasionally; but all this in tlie 
intimacy of a httle world of her own, distinct 
from the mysterious country of grown-ups, who 
with the best intentions can never quite get 
beyond the character of exceedingly friendly 
aliens. 

New dignities, becoming to the position of an 
elder sister, were now beginning to descend upon 
the Princess. She acquired for the first time a 
tartan kilt. About the time of Piincess Margaret’s 
birth she made her first appearance in the Court 
Circular, which announced that Her Royal 
Highness the Princess Elizabeth was staying with 
Their Majesties at Balmoral, as was also the Right 
Honourable Ramsay Macdonald, Prime Minister 
and First Lord of the Treasury. She was present 
at an important ceremony, the christening of the 
httle sister, wliich took place like her own in the 
Chapel at Buckingham Palace. The Lily Font 
was brought out again, and Princess Elizabeth’s 
own christening robe of Brussels lace was now 
worn by the newcomer, whose name is as historic 
in tlie history of the Scottish Royal Family as 
that of Ehzabeth in the English; for it comes down 


from her remote ancestress the canonized saint 
Margaret, the wife of King Malcolm Canmore. 
Before long the two children were able to 
assert their individuality in the public eye by 
having a Court Circular all to themselves: 
“Balmoral, September 19, 1931. The Princess 
Elizabeth and the Princess Margaret of York 
have left the Castle.*’ 

This coming and going to and from other 
people’s houses — for after all the stately abodes 
of even the most affectionate grandparents were 
not in tlic full sense home — began henceforth to 
be regularly announced in the public Press. 

But the Duke and Duchess of York, with two 
children now to bring up, were feeling the need 
for a house of their own in the country; and in 
1932 they accordingly took over Royal Lodge in 
Windsor Great Park. This was one of the houses 
originally built for the Prince Regent by the 
great architect Nash, whose fine and spacious 
workmanship is still familiar to all Londoners in 
such ranges as the great terraces of Regent’s Park. 

Most of the original house, however, has now 
been pulled down and rebuilt; nor does any 
satisfactory description or picture survive to tell 
us what Royal Lodge was like in 1814. We 
know, however, that it was a specimen of the 
romantic antiquarianism of the day, with the 
reed-thatched roof and mullioned windows which, 
to the Waterloo generation, stood for “(iothick” 
charm. It became the favourite headquarters of ■ 
the Regent for Ascot races, and a place of is* 
retirement when he became King. Rebuilt in a 
less pretentious but probably more comfortable 
style, it was in 1932 a place of retirement still: 
an unassuming family home, quite small by the 
rather formidable standards of royal residences, 
and above all set in complete seclusion, where 
two young children could forget that they were, 
whether they would or not, eminent public 
characters. Here they could throw appearances 
to the winds, range untrammelled about their 
woods and gardens, and in their amusements 
come near to the likeness of the young savage 
who is the ideal and model of every healthy child. 

They could pursue this sort of life as the chiefs 
of a large and multifarious tribe, which at this 
time included their own ponies, two Welsh 
corgis, two Shetland collies, fifteen blue budgeri- 
gars, and two capricious fawns which might or 
might not permit themselves to be approached. 
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AT THE LONDON ZOO. During the absence of their parents in Canada and the United States in 
May and June^ 1939, the Princesses paid several visits to the Zoo. They are here seen at the Penguin 
Poo! (above), watching the antics of a baby panda (below), and enjoying a ride on an elephant (right). 
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Hut if the rambling gardens of Royal Lodge 
were a place of emancipation and release, in 
another aspect the move there is associated with a 
beginning of servitude. Shades of the prison 
liouse begin to close even upon Princesses; and 
now that the elder was six, the claims of education 
were beginning to be taken seriously. She had 
already learned to read, under her mother’s 
personal care. During 1931 she had begun 
dancing lessons, and her teacher Miss Vacani has 
left it on record that she has never had a quicker 
pupil. It was probably in these dancing classes, 
which she shared with half a dozen other little 
girls at Number 145 Piccadilly, that the first 
clear signs were shown of the intense power of 
concentration which is a prominent feature of the 
Princess’s character. What she docs she docs 
with all her might; and once she has attempted 
anything new, from a dance step upwards, she 
will not leave it alone until it is mastered. Rather 
later in the progress of the classes Princess 
Margaret was frequently her sister’s partner; but 
the first steps she had to watcli from a wallflower’s 
position on her nurse’s lap. 

By 1932' also Princess Elizabeth was already a 
competent horsewoman, and was going twice 
a week to the Bath Club to learn to swim. She 
had also had some iTcnch lessons from a visiting 
Prench governess. But formal education really 
dates from the arrival in the household of Miss 
Marion Crawford in October, 1933. 

Miss Crawford was young, Scottish, attractive, 
and ver)^ human. She was quickly accepted by 
her two pupils as an ally and companion; and 
soon established herself, under the affectionate 
nickname of “Crawfie,” as a trusted and in- 
dispensable friend of the whole Royal Pamily. 
But although kindliness and a complete under- 
standing of a child’s outlook on life arc her 
leading characteristics, she has tlic high sense of 
intellectual discipline which is an honourable 
tradition of Scotland. Under her authority the 
Princess’s life was reduced to a carefully regulated 
system. Its centre, when the family was in 
London, moved down from the nursery floor of 
Number 145 Piccadilly to the newly constituted 
schoolroom on the floor below. There were 
blackboards and maps ranged round die walls, 
and a small-sized desk was obtained for the 
pupil, to which a second would be added in a 
year or two’s time. A timetable was worked 


out, and very good cause had to be sliown 
before any departure from it was allowed. 

It began at seven-thirty in the morning, when 
tire Princess was drc.sscd and had breakfast in 
the nursery. At nine o’clock she went down to 
visit her parents, a daily event that the growing 
pressure of their public duties was never, if it 
could be avoided, allowed to interrupt. But it 
lasted only a quarter of an hour. At nine-fifteen 
Ic'ssons began, and continued until eleven, at 
which time there was a break of half an hour. 
The morning was completed with another hour’s 
lessons from eleven-thirty to twelve-thirty, and 
at a quarter past one Princess Elizabeth went 
down to luncheon with her parents, if they were 
at home. That in these early years was the end 
ot book work for the day. The afternoon was 
always spent out of doors if weather permitted; 
when it did not, music or drawing lessons were 
fitted in. There was tea in the schoolroom at a 
quarter to five, and between five-thirty and six- 
thirty the Duchess insisted on enjoying the 
company of her children in her own sitting-room. 
Then came supper; and at a quarter past seven 
Princess Elizabeth went to bed, claiming at this 
time the elder sister’s privilege of sitting up 
nearly an hour longer than Princess Margaret. 

On the lighter side of life Princess Elizabeth 
acquired about this time one of the most 
remarkable toys ever presented to a little girl. 
It was called “Y Bwthyn Bach to Ciwellt,” 
which means “the little house with the straw 
roof”; and it came to the Princess as the gift of 
the Welsh people on her sixth birthday. The 
architect was Mr. Morgan Willniott, who had 
designed it throughout with mathematical exacti- 
tude, so as to reduce every detail of a typical 
Welsh cottage to the proportion in which a child 
of six stands to a full-grown woman. It was 
furnished throughout on the same scale; and in 
fact the only full-sized object in it was the stamp 
on the diminutive Deed of Gift which conveyed 
the property from the Welsh nation to Her 
Royal Highness the Princess Elizabeth of York — 
“hereinafter called the donee.” This minute 
inconsistency was unavoidable, because the size 
of stamps is fixed by law. 

With this purely personal home of her own, 
complete with running water laid on, with real 
clocks, electric light, and every accessory of 
grown-up life, the Princess could entertain her 



sister and her friends, and play with complete male Sovereign would have appeared on horse- 
verisimilitude the part of an independent house- back; so tliere is no particular reason in precedent 
liolder. The house which still stands in the why any future queen should show herself in 
grounds of Royal Lodge — tliough today it is equestrian state. The Princess from well before 
only in the hall that the Princess can still stand she W'as six years old was accustomed to ride 
upright — has its own garden, and was even furiously in Windsor Great Park; and both there 





WELCOME HOME. When the Princesses greeted their parents on their 
return from their tour of the United States and Canada on 22nd June^ /9J9, they 
were presented with toy pandas by members of the crew of the '"‘Empress of 
Britain,'^ the ship which had brought the King and Queen back to England. 

provided by the donors with its own watch dog, and in London both children have been familiar 

a thoroughbred Welsh terrier, named lanto. figures, riding on either side of their father’s 

By this time the Princess was a very competent horse, although it has generally been necessary 
horsewoman and spent many long hours with to get up very early in the morning in i>rder to 
or upon her pony. She ordinarily rode, and still see tliem. Hunting however has played no great 
rides, astride, but has learned to ride side-saddle as part in the l*rincess’s life. She has been out with 
well; and no doubt if it is ever necessary for her the Beaufort; and very early in her career, wlien 
to appear mounted on any ceremonial occasion she was only five, the Duke of York asked that 
slie will adopt that more traditional and dignified she should be “blooded” with the Pytchlcy. But 
mode. Queen Victoria, however, generally even a royal command cannot guarantee a kill, 
attended in her carriage on occasions wlieii a and her day ended in a clear victory for the fox. 
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For three or four years now tlie life of the 
Princess was niostl)’ ahsorhed in the quiet routine 
of the scJioolrooin and the many open-air 
amusements which became ever more fascinating 
as lier little sister became more nearly able to 
keep up with her. 

Ill June, 1934, die Prince of Wales reached the 
age of forty. The pleasant game which had 
amused people for so many years of speculating 
on his matrimonial future had begun to lose its 
appeal, and it was gradually becoming accepted 
that he might well be a life-long bachelor after 
all. At the same time no litde brother appeared 
in tire Princesses’ nursery. C^onsequently, the 
once remote possibility that Princess Elizabeth 
might some day be called to a dizzy eminence ; 
was now becoming more and more to be j, 

SWIMMING ENTHUSIAST. In July, 1939, the 
Princesses attended a swimming gala at Dartmouth 
(above) . Princess Elizabeth, herself a keen swim- 
mer, had won the Children s Challenge Shield at 
the Bath Club in the previous month. On the left 
she is seen ^"life-saving'' during the competition. 


VGE 56 





AT THE ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SHOW IN 1939 






regarded as a probability. How soon the Royal 
Family in general, and the Duke and Duchess 
of York in particular, began to think of the 
Princess as a future Queen is their own secret. 
It must surely have been constantly present in 
their minds by this year of 1934, the year when 
the first ferocious outbursts of political murder 
by the new National Socialist government in 
Germany were giving dark forebodings of the 
terrible climate of the world in which the 
Princess was gro^ving up. But if the Duke and 
Duchess foresaw by this time that their daughter 
would some day have to assume the leadership 
of the Empire in a world that by then might 
have been riven to its very foundations, they 
did not yet allow these ominous possibilities of 
the future to disturb the even tenor of her 
schoolroom days. They desired lier to come to 
maturity under the same kindly influences as 
any little girl of private station, learning the 
ordinary lessons and playing the ordinary games, 
without any attempt to mould the natural 
course of education to the specialized responsi- 
bilities that might thereafter be laid upon her 
shoulders. In that policy they were ably and 


devotedly seconded by Miss Crawford. Every- 
thing was done to encourage the Princess to 
think of herself as an ordinary child; and the 
full success of that method of education is today 
perhaps her best qualification to become a Queen. 
For the first aim of modern constitutional 
monarchy is to set before the people a dedicated 
representative, in whose person they may feel 
that their own lives and interests, the simplicities 
of their natural character, are made incaniatc. 
We expect nowadays that Tennyson’s “white 
light that beats upon a tlironc” shall shine upon 
an ordinary man or woman, and make visible 
the virtue and the power that reside in ordinary 
human nature. 

The public appearances that diversified these 
years of uneventful childhood were made mostly 
on purely family occasions. In November of 
1934, for instance, the Princess was a bridesmaid 
in Westminster Abbey when her uncle George, 
Duke of Kent, married the Princess Marina of 
Greece. A year later she played a similar part 
at the wedding of Henry, Duke of Gloucester to 
Lady Alice Scott. Midway between dicsc 
ceremonies, exciting as such occasions always 
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arc to right-iiiindcd little girls of eight or nine, 
came a larger and more solemn celebration. 
On 6th May, 1935, King Cicorge V and Queen 
Mary completed twenty-five years of a reign 
that had passed through years of danger and 
sarrow, through other years of doubt, ditfteulty, 
and internal dissension, and now seemed to be 
coming out at last into ways of pleasantness 
and peace. The love and loyalty of his people, 
which had grown ever more deep and powerful 
as the great reign ran its course, burst out at 
last on the anniversary in the most moving 
demonstration of the century. It was the Princess’s 
first appearance in the processional pomp of 
royalty. 'Phe Yt^rk family occupied the first of 
the royal carriages to leave Buckingham Palace 
for St. Paul’s; and the two children, in their 
light pink frocks and straw hats, rather shyly 
waving their hands in response to the cheers of 
the crowd, were one of the pleasantest and most 
popular sights of that memorable day. In the 
Cathedral Princess Elizabeth sat on the right of 
her parents, just behind the King, wliile Princess 
Margaret had a big cushion at her mother’s feet. 
With all the great personages of the realm 
assembled around them, to return humble 
tlianks for all the deliverances and the blessings 


of twenty-five years under King George’s 
leadership, there must have come to the nine- 
year-old girl a new revelation of the other side 
of the affectionate easy-going grandfather who 
had always been so willing to indulge her baby 
whims. Here was a man who had laboured 
modestly and unceasingly through a lifetime in 
the service of others; and here, in the unanimous 
tribute now being paid by men and women 
representing every kind of genius and distinction, 
was the reward of the good and faithful servant. 
To this siuiill girl, now beginning to be picked out 
from her contemporaries by the finger of destiny, 
her grandfather must have been seen that day as 
a supreme example that she might one day try 
to follow; and when later in the day she came out 
with the whole Royal Family on the balcony at 
Buckingham Palace, from which so many royal 
appearances have been maile, the uncontrollable 
enthusiasm of the myriads of people who packed 
the great spaces below and reached back along 
the Mall almost to Admiralty Arch spoke to her, 
too, of a devotion that would some day be her 
inheritance. 

The rejoicings of those sunlit days, which 
showed no sign of abating when the Government, 
a week after the Jubilee, were obliged to order 



tlicir conclusion, were the last that King George V 
was to share with his people. He spoke to them 
once more indeed, in his Christmas broadcast, 
thanking them for what he called their warm 
and generous remembrance, which seems to 
have taken him, alone in his Empire, by surprise. 
But not very many days later news came of his 
grave illness, and in the first month of the new 
year he died. What his loss meant to his 
grandchildren, whose greetings, perhaps pro- 
phetically, he had given to the children of the 
Empire in that last broadcast, can be estimated 
only from the intensity of the grief that was 
felt even by the millions who had known the 
King only as a distant public figure. It was the 
first time that death had struck doAAm one of the 
Princess’s own little world. Queen Mary took 
her down to Westminster Hall to see the solemn 
beauty with which a mourning nation surrounded 
the body of its lost sovereign, as he lav in state. 
Here was the sadness that dwells in the heart of 
kingship, for young eyes to blend in one picture, 
if they could, with the joy and the glory that 
had been so inspiring in May. A few days later 
holding her mother’s hand in St. George’s Chapel, 
Windsor, the Princess saw her grandfather’s body 
lowered into the grave, and heard (iarter King 
of Arms proclaim the sonorous roll of his titles, 
followed by an equally magnificx:nt proclamation 
of those of her uncle David, who was now to be 
King; 

With these mingled memories of sunshine and 
shadow to reflect upon, the I'rincess returned to 
her schoolroom while the momentous year 1936 
ran its course. Much happened in that year which 
portended transformation in the whole character 
of the world in which Princess Elizabeth and 
all her generation must live out their lives. 
Abyssinia was brutally overrun by Italy. The 
German Army marched into the Rhineland. 
The guns opened in Spain. And at the end of 
the year domestic crisis in the Royal Family 
convulsed the British Empire. 

The strange romantic storm of divided loyalties 
which caused King Edward VIII to renounce 
the throne of his fathers has nothing directly to do 
with the life of Princess Elizabeth. It is thero 
fore umiecessary to say anything of the events 
and motives that brought liiin to his momentous 
choice. But the decision he reached had 
profound consequences for her; and there 


was a second choice to be made in which she 
was vitally concerned. If Edward VIII must 
cease to be King, it would be necessary for 
Parliament to amend the Act of Settlement in 
order to give effect to his decision; and, as the 
constitutional lawyers who drafted the Bill did 
not fail to point out, if the Act of Settlement 
was to be changed it did not follow automatically 
that the next heir under that Act should succeed 
King Edward. The new Act must in effect 
name the new King; and in these unprecedented 
circumstances it was scarcely possible for Parlia- 
ment to call any successor to the vacant throne 
without consulting his personal wishes. It was 
widely believed that the Duke of York, though 
himself the most conscientious man in accepting 
any task, however burdensome, that his duty to 
the people might lay upon him, was reluctant 
to sentence his daughters to the lifetime ot 
unremitting service, without hope of retirement 
even in old age, which is inseparable from the 
highest place of all. As parents the Duke and 
Duchess had shown, by the simplicity with 
which they had brought their children up, 
what kind of happiness they would most wisli 
them to enjoy. It was certainly seriously 
considered at this time whether, by agreement 
among the Royal Family, the crown might not 
be settled on the Duke of Kent, the only one of 
the abdicating King’s brothers who at that time 
had a son to become Prince of Wales, and so 
avoid laying so heavy a future burden upon the 
shoulders of any woman. The possibility of 
such a course was debated by some men of 
authority in the State who believed that it would 
accord with the wishes of the royal persons 
concerned. Whether it was ever seriously 
considered in the royal household itself is of 
course a matter of which nothing is ever likeK' 
to be publicly known. If it became necessary 
to tender any advice to the Duke of York, it 
could only have been, first, that his own great 
reputation for devotion to public service was 
too universally appreciated for the people to 
allow him to stand aside, and secondly, that the 
unpretentious way in which the Princesses had 
passed their childhood was not only the source of 
tlieir enormous popularity, but was felt among 
all ranks and classes of the nation to have 
provided the ideal early training for a future 
Queen. In fact, tlie course actually taken was 
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merely to remove the present Duke of Windsor 
and all his descendants from the succession as if 
he had legally ceased to exist, and tt) allow the 
Act of Settlement to take effect as it would 
normally have done on his deadi. But a people 
justly and increasing!)’ grateful for the unwearying 
service that it receives from the present King and 
Queen should sometimes pause to recall tliat they 
did not take up their heavy burden by any 
inescapable fate, but might if they so wished 
have claimed to continue in their less arduous 
station, and that it was by a free choice that diey 
decided that their daughter owed a duty of her 
own to their people, which could not for any 
selfish consideration be put aside. 

And so on 12th December, from a window in 
St. James’s l^alacc, the Princess looked out on a 
scene of tabarded pomp, and heard the heralds 
proclaim “That the High and Mighty Prince 
Albert Frederick Arthur Cieorge is now become 
our only Lawful and Riglitful Liege Lord, George 
die Sixth, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, 
Ireland, and the British Dominions beyond the 
Seas, King, Defender of the Faith, Emperor of 
India”; and had to realize diat this awe-inspiring 
transformation of her familiar father into a 


figure of mystical and emblematic splendour was 
accompanied by her own promotion to the rank 
of heir presumptive to the throne. There 
was no mention of her in the proclamation; 
but when she went to church on Sunday she 
would hear herself named in die prayer for the 
Royal Family and might well feel that, in the 
formidable prospect now'^ opening out before a 
small girl not yet turned eleven, she would liave 
need of all the Divine favour that might be 
granted in response to the petitions of so many 
millions of Christians throughout the world-wide 
Empire. 

For the next few months preparations for the 
Coronation dominated the thoughts of the 
children. Their dresses had indeed been on 
order for some tune, w^licn the Coronation 
expected was diat of their uncle; but now that 
the solemnity was to be so much more intimately 
their own family aflair, dieir part would be 
greater, their robes more splendid, and expectation 
vastly more exciting. 

After the Christmas holidays the family moved 
into Buckingham Palace, and the home in 
Piccadilly, where diey had spent so many happy 
years, was dismantled. In the midst of the new 
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magnificence, the Queen, after her wont, set to 
work to create in their own apartments the quiet 
homeliness whicli she and her children loved; 
and here the dressmakers came and went, while 
along the Mall outside the carpenters were 
hammering at their beams and erecting the stands 
for the multitudes who would assemble on the 
great day. 

When the day came — unhappily it was rather 
a rainy day — the children had for once to be 
separated from their father and mother in the 
celebrations. There is a loneliness inseparable 
from kingship; and as if to show it tlie King and 
Queen had to be isolated in the procession in the 
liiajesty of their great crystal coach, where even 
their children could not accompany them. So 
the Princesses were placed in the care of their 
aunt the Princess Royal; and on either side of 
her they walked to their places in the special 
gallery which had been erected on the south 
side of the High Altar at Westminster for the 
ladies of the Royal Family and their attendants. 
They had each a long train of purple velvet, 
and the coronet of a King’s daughter ornamented 
with crosses paty and fleurs-de-lis to put on 
at the moment when the Archbishop set the 


crow'u on their mother’s head. But for those of 
us who looked down from the high galleries on 
the brilliant scene, all this glory seemed only to 
acceiituate the smallness of the diminutive figures; 
and one could not but reflect again on the load 
of responsibility that history was imposing upon 
shoulders so delicate and frail. It was not 
possible, howTver, to indulge such half-melancholy 
thoughts tor long on such a day of universal 
rejoicing. The august rite nmved with stately 
cadence to its end, and the two Princesses took 
their places in the procession down the nave, 
walking together immediately in front of their 
grandmother Queen Mary; and soon they were 
coming out on the Palace balcony, still in their 
robes, to win from the great crowds a special 
cheer of their own, which seemed even to swell 
a little louder the mighty acclamation that, before 
they came, was already saluting the crenvned 
King and Queen. 

That W’as almost the last scene of high pageantrs 
in which Princess Kli/abeth would pla)’ a part 
for many a long year; for events w'crc looming 
ahead in the world which before long would 
send all the glitter and the coknir of life into 
eclipse. It w'as the early summer of 1937, the 
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Roinc-Bcrlin Axis had been founded, and the 
Nazi leaders were preparing to formulate their 
first demands upon Czechoslovakia. As yet 
unaware, like so many much older people, of 
the bearing of these complicated events in 
foreign politics upon her own personal life, the 
Princess turned her back upon the trumpets and 
standards of the coronation, and returned to the 
placid routine of Miss Crawford’s schoolroom. 

By this time she had a full programme of 
lessons to keep up with. Besides systematic study 
of the Bible, she was learning both French and 
Latin. She took up German for a time, but did 
not pursue it very far. She learned arithmetic and 
geometry, and, like some otliers of her sex, 
discovered that she did not possess much native 
genius for mathematics. Geography and history 
already had a substantial place in the curriculum; 
die latter, owing to die special circumstances of 
her new position, would some day have to be 
given predominant importance. English literature 
took up a good deal of time; and outside the 
domain of book-learning she was still having 
lessons in music, dancing, and drawing, for all 
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MRS. ROOSEVELT AT THE PALACE. On 23rd October, 1942, Mrs. 
Roosevelt arrived in London from the V.S.A. after having crossed the Atlantic 
by air. She was welcomed by the King and Queen, whose guest she was during 
her stay, and a dinner party was given in her honour. She is seen above with 
the Royal Family in the Bow Room at Buckingham Palace. 
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of wliicli she possessed gifts above the average. 
It is however one of tlie native disadvantages of 
royal birth that no talent of this kind can be 
developed to any great pitch of intensity; for the 
one thing that a Queen cannot afford to be is a 
specialist. It is tempting to speculate what would 
happen if true artistic genius, with its rudiless 
claim to dominate personality, were to manifest 
itself in the heir to a throne. T he result would 
almost certainly be a political disaster and a 
personal tragedy. Princess Elizabeth, however. 


would claim no more than a good natural taste 
in the arts, and a capacity to practise them 
competently but in moderatitm. Tlie artistic side 
of her mind is well-proportioned witli her power 
of learning the more austere subjects, and the 
innate balance of her personality has been of the 
greatest assistance in suppeuting the efforts of 
those who have endeavoured to make lier 
education a well-rounded introduction to life 
in all its aspects. For all aspects of life, grave and 
gay, are alike the concern of modern monarchy. 


(II) LIFE IN THE WAR YEARS 

T HUS, having reached the age of thirteen h; 

and a half. Princess Elizabeth was swept, ii: 
together with all her future subjects, into the ir 
uncharted waters of the Second World War. fr 
Like everybody else indeed, she found that the R 
early months of the great adventure made at 
unexpectedly little difference to the even tenor d; 
of life. She heard her father and his Prime c’' 
Minister, Mr. Neville Chamberlain, in grave o 
and measured tones, telling the people over the C 
wireless the meaning of the vast and perilous n 
conrtict to which they were summoned, and 
committing the just cause to the providence of tl 
Cit>d. Put then came a pause. The whole tl 
country, including little girls of thirteen, had ti 
steeled its resolution to withstand immediate and U 
cruel onslaught; but nothing visibly happened. tl 
The Princess was at Balmoral when war was ii 
declared, and remained for some time at Birkhall tl 
on the Balmoral estate ; therefore she was not s; 
involved in the operation of dispersing the child- u 
ren from the great cities, of which if she had been C 
at Buckingham Palace she would no doubt have F 
been the representative figure. So at first there k 
was little in the circumstances of war to affect 
her, except that her teachers began to lay more g 
stress in her lessons on the historical circumstances h 
that had led up to the catastrophe, and that it c 
w'as speedily decided that she and her .sister must ii 
be kept out of London for the duration of h 
hostihties. It was not of course realized at that a 
time how long the struggle would last, or that h 
before it ended the Princess herself would be \ 
holding her father’s commission. h 

At the New Year then, when the fantastically c 
improbable course of the Anglo-German war c 


had come to a point at which the main public 
interest was concentrated upon the Russian 
invasion of Finland, the two Princesses returned 
from Scotland and went to their old home at 
Royal Lodge. Sandringham had been closed 
at the beginning of the war. (.>n 11th May, the 
day after the Ciermans marched into Belgium and 
events suddenly began to flow with the violence 
of a cataract, the Princesses nK>ved into Windsor 
Castle, which was to be their re.sidence for the 
remainder of the war. 

Princess Elizabeth was now fourteen; and, in 
the midst of the epoch-making and terrible days 
that were crowding upon one another, a new 
tuni was given to her education. It was time to 
take into serious account the great responsibilities 
that lay ahead of her, and to deflect her studies 
in a direction that woukl prepare her to bear 
them. She therefore now embarked on the 
systematic reading of' constitutional history, 
under the direction of a close neighbour of the 
Castle, Mr. (now Sir Henry) Marten, Provost of 
Eton, both a highly experienced teacher and a 
learned writer of historical textbooks. 

Constitutional history is not commonly re- 
garded as a school subject. Most pupils who 
have not been marked out by birth to be in their 
own persons a part of the constitution, postpone 
its study until they reach the university. It is 
however, the very heart and kernel of history, 
at any rate for those who are looking for a 
historical approach to the understanding of the 
world in which they live. It is that aspect of 
history which turns away from the drama of 
events and personalities, and tries rather to distil 
out of the narrative of mortal things the 
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WARTIME AT WINDSOR. In 1940 the Princesses 
went to live at Windsor for the duration of the war. 
Alntve, the Princess is seen with her father at 
stirrup-pump practice in 194 f watched hy the Queen 
and Princess Marf>aret. Left, Prince.ss Elizabeth sets 
of!' on a borrowed bicycle for a ride in the park. 

permanent essence wliieh expresses itself in the 
institutions that will continue to mould the 
lives of men and nations through the course of 
many generations, each of which in turn makes 
its contribution to their development. 

No other country possesses so rich a consti- 
tutional history as Great Britain and the British 
Empire, for no other has remained for so many 
centuries unaffected by the revolutions that cut a 
nation off from its past. Everything in England 
which is most powerful in directing the lives of 
modern men and women — Parliament, the 
Church, the Law Courts, the County Organi- 
zation, the Universities, the C"ity of London and 
many of the great civic communities — has roots 
going back to the thirteenth century or before; 
and oldest of all is the Throne. 

It was evidently necessary that the Princess 
should at least know well the story of the office 


ol* kingship or quccMiship. But that is not a subject 
that can be studied in isolation. Through all 
the centuries the Crown of England has been 
inseparably welded into the national life, and it 
lias been impossible to attach any meaning to the 
function of a king except in terms of intimate 
relation with the functions of a chancellor, a 
secretary ot state, a bishop, a judge, a sherift, an 
admiral, a juryman, a member of parliament, a 
parish constable, and for that matter the 
agricultural labourer, the housemaid and the 
factory hand who, as voters, all have their 
place in the constitution. So it was esscniinl that 
Princess Elizabeth should read constitutional 
history as a whtde as a necessary part ol that 
fundamental problem of all education, the under- 
standing of herself and her place in the world. 

During most of the war the J*rincess had an 
hour’s instruction from the Provost every week; 

HER SIXTEENTH BIRTHDAY. Av Colonel 
of the Grenailier Guards^ the Princess inspects 
her regiment at a special birthday parade on 
21st April, 1942 (above). On the .same day she 
went to the local Labour Exchange at Wind.sor to 
register under the youth registration scheme (right). 




I^IGtON POST. Prinrcss EHzahvlh am! Princess Marnarcl Rosi\ members of 
the Buekinithum Palace Company of (tirl Guides, send a messaffe by carrier 
pigeon to Lady Raden-PowcH on 20th February, 1943, which marks the 
anniversary of the birthdays of the late Lord Baden-Powe/I and t*f his wife. 


and, as slic began to pass beyond the seJioolrooin 
stage of ediieation, he changetl the inetluKl and 
gave her twiee weekly what was praeticallv a 
private leeture on constitutional history. Miss 
C a awtord also assisted in the teaching of this vital 
subject. CIradually lessons merged into a course 
of stiuly similar to that of an undergraduate in a 
university; and this continued in spite (^f the 
increasing demands ot public engagements. 

Both Sir Henry Marten and Miss Ch'awford 
had taken pains to make their subject as interesting 
as possible to the pupil, and the books she read 
as backgroiniil for her more detailed studies were 
cliosen for the distinction and vividness of the 
writing as well as for the learning they embodv. 
They included, for instance. Professor Trevelvan’s 
brilliant snrve)' of English Socitd History, with 
scN'eral others of his works, and Lord Elton’s 
btM)k, Itnperiiil Connnoim>eolth, in which with 
profound historical knowledge and real insight 


into the nature of the imperial iileal he answers 
the charge that the British Empire is the monu- 
ment to centuries of greed and aggressit>n, and 
shows how it has really grown up, by predomi- 
nantly peaceful means and through the steadv 
spreading of the principles of liberty into back- 
ward laiuls. 

History, which with the right treatment can 
be made a study of the whole of life, was divided 
by the Provost for Princess Hli/abeth’s purposes 
into departments, some of which have been taken 
up from time tt) time as subjects lor special 
investigation. One, for example, to which the 
work of a whole term was devoted, was “The 
Colonies.” Another, which claimed a great deal 
of time, was “The Evolution of a Self-Governing 
Dominion.” A third was “India and the Indian 
Problem”; and another group of lectures related 
to “National Expenditure before the War of 
1939” and “National Expenditure during the 
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War. rhcsf last ini^ht smti siimcicntly austere 
subjects; but the most elementary stiulent ol 
history siK)n finds that the whide growth oi the 
parliamentarv system aiul ilie ideas of liberty and 
law that it embodies have been conditioned at 
everv stage bv ci>nsiderations ot revenue and 
expenditure. 

These headings give an indication of the way 
in which historical education merged f»)r the 
Princess into the study of CiMitemporarv life. 
For some years, indeeil, time was set asiile each 
week ft>i discussion with the Provost on ‘T'urrent 
Artairs.” These discussions were for the most 
part based on newspapers, which the l*rincess 
read systematicallv. often receiving also from Sir 
I lenry a cutting of some article wliic h had caught 
his own eye aiul which he asked her to keep fi^r 
future reference. I'litor aiul pupil sc^metimes 
exchanged letters, the Piincess commenting on 






HARVi:ST TIMf 194.^. I'/ic Royal Family are 
seen helow on a tour of inspeetion of the harvest 
at Sandringham. The Kiny and his daughters did 
their rounds on hicyeles whilst the Queen went on 
ahead with her }^room in her pony trap. On the left 
the Prineess is .seen with one of the farm horses. 
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HIGH SPIRITS. The Princess has always taken the keenest interest 
in all the horses in the royai stables. She is seen here with two thorough’’ 
bred Norwegian dun ponie.\\ bred by the King at Windsor Castle. 
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SOCCER INTERNATIONAL. On 19th 
February, 1944, Prinpeaa Elizabeth 
accompanied to Wwimey 

to see England piny Scotland. Here 
she is seen with Field Marshal 
Montgomery watching the game. 




BIRTHDAY PORTRAIT— 21st APRIL, 1944 





I'nnn i/w film " Ht’ii In the Ihunte." 

ANSWI RINCi BIRTHDAY GRITTINGS 1944 


ail ariick- she had leail aikl asking for Sii IleniA’s 
opinion. iUit it was in the weekly meetings that 
all these ideas ahoiit history, as it is passing under 
tlie Prineess's own eyes, were hroiight to a toens. 

If histeny leads on into ihi* srnd\’ of cniTeni 
aflairs, si> also observation of the life of tinlav 
must tempt an iiujiiiring mind haek into hisror\ . 
A iK)tal)Ie example of this arose when the eiirij>- 
sity of the Prineess was awakeneil b\' operatimis 
in Windsor Cireat Park, part of which was put 
under the plough in aiil of the national campaign 
to increase the production of hnnl. It lured her 
into the study of the evolution of Fnglish agri- 
culture, and drew from Sir Ilenrv Marten a 
detailed history of the Windsor farms, specialK' 
written for the Princess as an epitome of the 
agricultural history of the nation. 

liducation, of ct)urse, is not a process of mere 
reception, but calls for a great deal of creative 
work on the part of the pupil. The Princess has 
filled many a notebook or exercise btiok with 
her neat and clear writing, which distinctly re- 
sembles the CJueen’s. Much of her work she 
illustrates with maps, which she drawls in pen 


aiul ink ami sometimes washes with colour. I let 
draughtsmanship is easy and elegant, and this 
geographical side of historv, which is dreaded by 
at least half of the undergratluates who take the 
highest historical honours at the universities, has 
alwavs been without terrors for her. 

Her exercise bcH>ks were “marked’’ b\’ the 
Provost, fair!) and without favour, on the same 
system that he used for his pupils at Eton. 

rhis sketch of the main staple of the Princess’s 
educatiiMi, which must be understood as dealing 
(Milv with the central subject, round which the 
more usual school lessons in languages, literature, 
mathematics and the like were grouped, applied 
in some degree to the general course of her 
training from the age of fourteen onwards. Hut 
in 1940, when its lasting lines were taking shape, 
it was mn pi^ssible for any girl of fourteen to 
concentrate the whole of her mind upon her 
lessons. In the summer of that terrible year, when 
France had surreiulered and Hitler had announced 
that the German Army would man h into London 
on 15th September, another heart-searching 
decision had to be taken by the King and (Jueen. 
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Now that tlu- spa’chcs made hy Mr. Churchill 
iu secret session of the House ol Coimiions have 
heen published, there is no room for doubt that 
those wlu^ knew the tacts reallv e:xpected an 
attempt at invasion to be made, in which at least 
some German forces would make lodgement 
upon Hritish .,oil. Tliis cxpetiation continued 
even atter the iJattle of liriiain had been won; 
and when Mr. Cdnirchill in a public speech 
warned the natit)n that it might be necessarv to 
plan lor a time when the Hritish Isles had been 
overrun by the enemy, he was ikm speaking idle 
words. Therefore, tlu)sc Hritish parents who 
decided to save their children horn tin* possibilitv 
ot a ghastly fate by sending them inti> the care 
of hospitable friends in the Dominions and 
United States were guilty of no hysterical 
exaggeration of the danger. 

No parents were more fully aware of the 
imminence of the threat than the King and 
(Jueen, who knew both the might of the enemy’s 
armament and the desperate scarcity at that time 
of men, machines and guns w ith which to oppose 
it. 1 hey had to decide whether their owm 
daughigs should be placed in safety, even thougJi 
the\ themselves would unhesitatingly remain at 
tlteir post. 1 he risks wa-re incalculable; and there 


were obvitms considerations that wtnild make it 
desirable to have the heir to the throne in a 
different part t)f the Empire while the King’s life 
was in jeopardy at home. No one w'i>uld liave 
ventured to critici/e tlu-ir Majesties if they had 
allowed this sound constitutional argument to 
weigh the balance on the side to which tlieir 
natural feelings as parents inclined; but there were 
still more w'eighty considerations on tlic other 
side. In that moment of extreme danger it W'as 
above all things necessary to sustain public con- 
fjdence bv a resolute, if nec essary an ostentaticuis, 
displav of fearlessness in high places. The children 
of pri\*ate persons who had taki'ii refuge across 
the ocean had no part ti^ pla\ in the defence of 
the realm, and their departure, far from being 
an act of desertion, was a strategic advantage tc’> 
a community under siege. Hut the Princesses 
had ahead V begun to become symbolic figures, 
leadcTs by birth of the coming generation. 'I'he 
place of leadersliip is the post of danger; and the 

PRESIDENTIAL SI»I ECTI. On 23rct May. 1944. 
ILR.II. attended the Annual Meeting; of Queen 
EHzaheth\s HtKspital for ( hildren in ICast London, 
when she made her first independent puhUe appearanec. 
After heiny eleeied president, she addressed the meeting' 
I helow) and afterwards was eondueled round the 
wards (left) where she talked with the children. 






NAMING AN AMERICAN BOMBER. The Khifr anti Queen, uevom- 
panied hy Prineess Elizabeth and Princess Marjzaret, visited a bomber station 
of the 8th U.S.A.A.F. on 6th July, 1^44. During the visit H.R.H. christened 
a new Flyinf( Fortress, '"Rose of York,'" and was presented with a boiupiet of 
white roses by the station commander. Above, she and her parents are seen talking 
with Lt.-Gen. Doolittle, commander of the 8th Air Force, after the ceremony. 
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AT A BOMBtR COMMAND STAIION. On 5fh Jnl\\ 1944, the hinvess 
and her parents visited a firitish bomber station where they met crews who 
had iust returned from an attack on enemv fivinv bomb buses in France. 


King and Qiiivn, suhincrging tlnii pcTst>nal 
feelings, (leeidecl that their ehilvlren should stay 
and sliare all the dangers and privations ot the 
people. 

It was, indeed, this epistnle that gave the 
oeeasion for Princess Fli/aheth’s first public act of 
leailership. On 13th October, I'MD, she delivered 
a broadcast address in The C'hildren’s Hour, in 
which she spi>ke to all the children of the Kinpire 
and especially to those whom the dangers of the 
day had separated frinn their homes. As Mr. 
McC'ulloch, the “Uncle Mac” of the B.B.C., 
has written, the J^rincess had been rehearsed with 
scrupulous care by the CJueeii; and she made a 
perfect bresadcast. After delivering a message ot 
love and good wishes on behalf of all the children 
at h.ome to those who had gone a wav she went 
on; — 

“/ can trnthliiHy say to you all that ire 
children at home arc full of cheerininess and 
conraye. We are tryiny to do all ur can to 


help our yallant sailors, soldiers, and airmen, 
and ire are tryiny, too, to hear onr oirn share 
of the danyer and sadness of irar. We knoir, 
ercryone of ns, that in the end all will he well.'' 

'The biwidcast ended with an unexpc-cted post- 
script, when the Princess cried “C^^ome c^n, 
Margaret,” and Ihiiicvss Margaret, still onlv ten 
years old, added her “(lood night, children” to 
her elder sister s. Mr. McCulhuh, who wemt to 
Windsor to supervise the broadcast, records how, 
after the first rehearsal, the King, who had been 
li.stening outside, rushc*d into tlie room, exclaiming 
“She is exactly like her!” -meaning the Queen. 
'Thousands of miles away the South African 
novelist, Sarah Ciertrude Millin, wrote in her 
diary “it was perfectly done. If there are still 
queens in the world a generation hence, this 
child will be a good queen.” 

One other broadcast the Princess made during 
the war; that was on 3()th January, 19*15, in a 
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HOLl DAY SN APSHOT. A hitherto unpuhlished photograph taken at Balmoral 
in August^ 1944. Princess Margaret is on Jock who, as Princess Elizabeth saiiL 
was "*‘in a good mood to pose." H.R.H. has her.self written the legends for the 
pictures which appear on the facing and preceding page. 
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V ry different atmosphere, when General Mont- 
gomery’s campaign of liberation in Europe was 
in triumphant career, and she spoke in Frencli a 
message of thanks to the cliildren of Belgium, 
whose first act after liberation was to send a 
collection of their own toys to the nurseries of 
England. “It is so very hard to part with one’s 
toys,” she said. “1 know that from experience; 
but you will believe me when I say that, for that 
very reason, your presents are all the more 
valuable to us.” 

Like other children of her age 'in that strenuous 
year, 1940, the Princess, out of scIk^oI hours, was 
determined to engage in some sort of activity 
related to the war etfort, and, if possible, in 
uniform. She chose the Girl (juides. A crew of 
Sea Rangers was formed, in which daughters of 
the staff at Buckingham Palace combined with 
girls from outside who were personal friends of 
the Princesses. In this crew- Princess Elizabeth 
attained the rank of bosun. She gained several 
of the badges which are the marks of proficiency 
among (nudes; and when she reached the age of 
sixteen and was called upon like any other girl 
to attend for registration at the Windsor Labour 
Exchange, she wore her (Jirl Guides’ uniform and 
gave the Girl Guides as her sphere of pre-service 
training. 

For all young people during the war the great 
dividing line was their eighteenth birthday; for 
this was the age of calling up. For the Princess, 
how'cver, it was doubly significant. Had she 
been called to the throne at any age over eighteen, 
she would have been competent by law to rule 
ill her ow'ii person, and not through a Regent. 
The possibility of her sudden accession required 
to be taken very seriously throughout the war 
years; for it was impossible to ignore the fact 
that die King, like all his subjects in the British 
Isles, went in constant danger of his life. Bucking- 
ham l^alace itself was bombed nine times, from 
the opening of the Battle of Britain in 1940 to 
the cessation of the “V” rockets in 1945; and on 
his frequent visits to the danger points his staff 
found by experience that the only way to induce 
him to take cover was to remind him that the 
crowds who thronged about him would not go 
to slicltcr on the sounding of the siren while 
their King remained exposed. So the senior royal 
prince in the countr)% generally the Duke of 
Gloucester, had to be constantK' readv to take 


office as Regent on behalf of his niece, in case a 
sudden disaster had occurred. After 21st April, 
1944, that would not have been neces.sary; 
indeed, as has been explained in the Introduction, 
Parliament made her competent to discharge 
certain other royal functions and she acted 
several times as a Councillor of State during the 
King’s visits to his forces overseas. 

The Bill amending the Regency Act drew 
particular public attention to the Princess’s 
eighteenth birtliday, which was erroneously 
described in many quarters as her coming of age. 
Apart from these very special provisions, it was 
only her calling-up age; but the public functions 
now beginning to devolve upon her caused the 
King to announce that these functions, with her 
continuous training as heiress presumptive, out- 
weighed the claims of ordinary national service. 
He therefore directed tliat she should not be 
called up to any of the auxiliary forces. The 
Princess herself, however, strongly demurred to 
this view, and continued to urge its re-considera- 
tion, Since the decision was ultimately reversed 
by its author, it may not be disloyal to express 
here the opinion that the Princess was right and 
the King’s first thoughts w'ere mistaken. Nothing 
in the upbringing of the heiress is more important 
than to ensure that, so far as is humanly possible, 
she shall share the normal experience of her 
contemporaries, of whom she is already the 
representative and will some day be the ruler. 
That meant, in the circumstaiiees of the war, that 
she ought to see from the inside one of those 
auxiliary services which were the characteristic 
war environment of the girls of her age. After 
exercising all her persuasion tlie Princess was 
allowed to join the A.T.S., and was gazetted to 
an honorary commission as Second Subaltern in 
March, 1945. 

She was sent at once to join No. 1 Mechanical 
Transport Training Centre at Aldershot, where 
.she underwent the N.C.O.’s course in the theory 
and practice of mechanics. The main subjects of 
this course were: driving of all types of mechanical 
vehicles, maintenance and service of the same 
types; night driving; driving in convoy; map 
reading, and study of the Highway Code. In 
addition to these branches of the driver’s art, 
the Princess also went through a course in first 
aid, and was instructed in the various branches 
of administration that an A.T.S. officer must 
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SHOOTING SKASON AT BALMORAL— 1944 

iiiulcrstancl, 'These iiieliided militar\' law, tlie No publicity was ^iveii to the Princess’s pres- 
regulations for pay and allowances, the routine of ence at Aldershot, nor was her training allowed 
clothing; issues, and a variety of other topics. in any way to disturb the ordinary routine. At 
At the time the Priilcess arrived at Aldershot her own request she was treated off parade pre- 

she had never driven a car and did not even know cisely as any other junior officer; on duty she 

where the clutch was. So she began her studies waived her rank and submitted to the same 

with a stationary car on blocks. Under the discipline as the sergeants and corporals who were 

instruction of her company commander, Junior her fellow pupils. The mornings were devoted 

Commander V. E. M. Wellesley, she then went to practice on the road and to lectures on mecha- 

straight on to the road in a fifteen hundredweight nics, map reading and the other subjects ot the 

Bedford lorry. Afterwards she was taught to course. In the atternoon there were more lectures, 

drive a Wolseley staff car, and finally a large field and practical instruction in such necessary ji^bs 

ambulance. These are the three principal types as changing wheels and fitting new plugs. It was 

of vehicle that A.T.S. drivers normally handle, in this messv employment that Princess Elizabeth, 
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f^rcsscd in greasy overalls and with blackened 
hands, was toiind by the King and Queen and 
Princess Margaret when they visited the training 
centre; and the heir to the throne was able to 
show them with some pride of achievement, how 
to put a disabled Jieavy lorry inti^ working order. 

For the world in general this parental visit, 
which could not be kept secret, brought tlte 
first disclosure of where the Princess was and 
how she was spending her time. At the end ol 
the course Miss Wellesley was able to report that 
“Her Roval I lighness is a very good anti extremely 
considerate driver,” and showed the courage oi 
her opinion when she allowed her pupil then and 
there to drive her from Aldershot to London, 
dhe new graduate swept her company com- 
mander through the thickest of London’s after- 
noon traffic ami intt) the courtyard of Buckingham 
Palace; though whether the fact that she found 


it necessary to drive twice round Piccadilly Circus 
on the way was due to high spirits or to a less 
than absolute mastery of the round-about system 
has not been determined by competent authority. 

From that time the Princess devoted herself 
to A.T.S. duties with such regularity as the ever 
increasing pressure of her public functions would 
allow. She wore her uniform with pride on 
many ceremonial occasions, and n<m bears the 
three stars of a Junior Commander. 

Thus for the Princess, as for most other girls 
of her age, the sterner side of life during the war 
began with lessons and continued with uniformed 
public service. The King and Queen saw to it, 
however, that like other girls their children should 
enjoy as much of the pleasures of youth as the 
restrictions and anxieties of the time would allow. 

IVrhaps a borderline place betw’cen business 
and pleasure may be allowed to A.U.P. training; 


I.AUNCH OF A NFW BATTLtSHIP. On 30th November, 1044. //./?.//. 
visited Messrs. John Brown and Company's yard. Clydebank, where .she launched 
Britain's nut.st powerful battle.ship. H.M.S. '"'Van^^uard." She is here .seen 
pa.ssinK throusdi a crowd of .shipyard workers on her way to the launchinfi ceremony. 






BATHING SCKNH. “OA/ Mother Red Riding Boots" was the title of the 
pantomime produced at Windsor ('astle at Christmas, 1944. Here Princess 
Elizaheth is seen emerainK from a hathin^ machine on "Brif^hton beach" after 
a "dip." She had previously appeared in a bathing costume of the period. 


for stirrup-pump practice .uid tlic like were a 
family aflair, ami both parents and children got 
a good ileal ol tun out of its inevitable humours. 
At the same time the harsh realities to which 
these sports were related did not fail to impinge 
upon the Princesses’ life. It was no secret from 
them that (ierman bombs were falling upon 
Buckingham J’alaie, and iliat w'hile they remained 
in cennparative safety at Windsor their parents’ 
lives were in danger. They lost also in these 
years two buildings full of happy memories. One 
was their childhood home at No. 145 Piccadilly, 
which was gutted in the raids of PMl. 'The other 
was the Bath Club in Dover Street, where they 
had learned to swim; but this was destroyed by 
an accidental fire, without, as far as is known, 
Nazi assistance. JJoth children had taken to the 
water very soon after they learned to walk, and 
both can swim very well. Princess Elizabeth had 
won the Children’s Ciiallengc Shield at the Bath 
Club only three months before the outbreak of 
W'ar. Altei that her regular visits to those baths 


perforce came to an end, but she continued to 
swim at Windsor and elsewhere whenever she 
had the chance. 

All kinds of amusement connected with animals 
had an irresistible appeal to the Princess. Like the 
King and Queen, she and her sister have always 
enjoyed w^alking in the country; and that almost 
invariably involved the company of a number of 
dogs. The two corgis, Crackers and Susan, and 
the ribetan lion dog, Ching, have for some time 
been the reigning favourites. 

Riding remained during the war Princess 
Elizabeth’s regular exercise; but although an 
excellent horsewoman, she has not quite the 
reckless abandon of Princess Margaret. She has 
suft'ered two accidents. As early as December, 
1937, when slie was not. yet twelve, she was 
thrown by her Shetland pony in the grounds of 
Sandringham House. She was unhurt, and rode 
again next day. The second accident, however, 
was more serious. In September, 1945, she was 
thrown while riding at Balmoral, and suffered a 
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PLANTING A RED OAK. On 3rd March, 1945, the Royal Family 
planted red oak trees in the form of a cross in Windsor Great Park to 
commemorate the Red Cross Agricultural War Effort. Princess Elizabeth is 
here seen planting her tree^ assisted by Susan, one of her Welsh corgi dogs. 



bruising of both legs, sufficiently severe to require 
the attention of tlie Surgeon Apothecary to the 
Household and to lead to an announcement in the 
Court Circular that complete rest for several days 
had been ordered. 

Later on, but not until the war was almost 
over, the Princess was introduced to the sport of 
deer-stalking. When slie is in Scotland now she 
is apt to go off all day alone with a ghillie, starting 
off at nine o’clock in the morning and coming 
home until it is nearly dark. 

Indoor amusements during the war ranged 
from mere romps to the serious practice of the 
Arts. The amiable imbecilities of Animal Grab, 
Racing Demon, and Old Maid have not even 
yet lost their hold on the Princess; and she and 
her sister will go on playing for hours and insist 
that their elders c<^nform to their taste. 

At the other end of the scale the Princess has 
maintained a lasting enthusiasm for drawing, for 
music, and perhaps most of all for the theatre. 
At one time she used to draw and paint her own 
Christmas cards; although in this accomplishment 
she would be the first to admit that she falls short 
of the talent of her younger sister. Hut her 
masterpiece in her own particular speciality of 
lino-cuts need fear no comparison. It was made 
some years ago as a Christmas card for Queen 
Mary, and depicted a circus horse of' great 
vivacity. 

Music, however, probably means more to the 
Princess than the visual Arts. She cannot remem- 
ber a rime w’hen it did not play a part in her life; 
for from nursery days the Duchess of York used 
to play the piano to her children, and while still 
very small they would come and stand beside 
her and sing old Scottish songs and English 
ballads, even negro spirituals, to her accompani- 
ment. Princess Hli/abeth has never given up her 
pianoforte lessons, and can play the great classical 
composers as well as the modern dance music 
which she also enjoys. 

The (Jueeii, who herself comes of a musical 
family, cannot have been surprised to discover 
that her daughters had a natural taste for music; 
and she took advantage of their prolonged resi- 
dence at Windsor to encourage it. She asked Dr. 
Harris, the organist of St. George’s Chapel, to 
talk to the Princesses about music for a regular 
period every week. They used to visit him at his 
house in the C'astle Cloisters every Tuesday 


evening, and hear him tell of the great composers, 
and of the way their masterpieces took shape. 
Dr. Harris used to illustrate his remarks on the 
piano, and sometimes took the Princesses up into 
the organ loft of the noble Chapel while he 
played for them. They learned to read a musical 
score, and even the elements of the conductor’s 
art. With this grounding. Dr. Harris then intro- 
duced his pupils to the famous sixteenth-century 
collectitm of virginal music known as Lady 
NL‘ville*s Book, invoking here the aid of an».)ther 
eminent Windsor character. Dr. Edmund Fel- 
lowes, the autliority on English madrigal music. 
So lYincess Elizabeth made the accpiaiiitance of 
William Byrd, the Elizabethan father of all that 
is most English in musical tradition. 

At this stage the Queen intervened again with 
the suggestion that to make music is even more 
enjoyable than to listen to it. The result was the 
inauguration of a series of musical parties, in 
which the friends of the I'rincesses were invited 
to join them in singing part-songs and madrigals. 
Dr. Harris took charge; some of the choristers of 
St. CJeorge’s were soon brought in to reinforce 
the singers; and soon it became necessary to shift 
the performances from Dr. Harris’s house to the 
more spacious Red Drawing Room of the C'astle. 
"Ehere have been times when V-bombs have 
forced the singers to take refuge in corners pro- 
tected from the danger of flying glass; but the 
musical parties have always gone on. .Since the 
war they have been transferred to the Bow Room 
at Buckingham Palace, and they are still a regular 
part of the lYincess’s life. She and her sister both 
liave true and clear soprano voices, although they 
have never been formally trained. The choir 
has an average membership of about twenty-five; 
and, although they sing for pleasure, they sing 
seriously and under strict direction by Dr. Elarris. 
The madrigals of their large repertory are sung, 
of course, unaccompanied. The parties are friendly 
social occasions, but the only passport to them is 
a genuine delight in music and willingness to 
take trouble to make it perfect. There is no 
audience, except for an occasional visit from the 
Queen. 'Ehe motto of the parties might well be 
the first verse of a famous old English part-song: 

He that hath a pleasant face 
And will join in catch or glee. 

He shall have a welcome place 
Mid this goodly company. 
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But tltc choir would certainly alsii subscribe to 
the sentiments of the last verse: - 
I flic cannot play or sing, 

And he only conics to talk, 

Then that's tjuite another thing: 

He may take his Jiat and walk. 

Greatly, however, as the Princess enjoys music 
in all its lorins, probably her chief natural talent 
is tm- acting. All children, of course, are natural 
actors; but with her the inborn capacity has 
continued and developed through the years 
adt)lescence, when in most ol us it fades away. 

Once again it was the (Jueen sshose insight 
detected the gift. By way of relieving for her 
chihlren the anxieties of the most perilous year in 
modern English history, Her Majesty in 1940 
approached Mr. Hubert Tannar, Headmaster ol 
the Royal School at Windsor, with the suggestion 
tliat the Princesses might join the pupils at his 
school, incliuling many who had come from 
London in the great evacuation, in a little concert. 
They played piano solos and duets; they also 
took part in a little scene written by Mr. Tannar 
for the occasion, called An Apple Jor the Teacher. 
Princess Elizabeth in cap and gown playeil the 
teacher, while four pupils, including Princess 


Margaret, tap-ilanced into school. Later on, 
in a scene in a country inn devised to make a 
setting for diinking songs, the Princesses were 
the waitresses who served the drinks. 

After the concert had been given at the school, 
the Queen summoned the company to a “Com- 
mand Performance ” at the C'astle; and thus the 
precedent was set lor an annual production, 
which every Cdiristmas during the war grew 
more pn>Iessional and finished. 

Mr. Tannar, who has himself provideil most 
of the material for this account ot the Princess’s 
stage career, went to dramatic schools as a baby 
and has been an enthusiastic amateur actor and 
producer all his life. Being also an accomplished 
teacher, he was peculiarly qualified to ilraw out 
the Princess’s theatrical talents. No doubt he did 
it all the better for the fact, which stands out in 
every reference he makes to his pupil, that Irom 
the beginning, when slic was only lourtcen, he 
has been the unresisting victim of her youthful 
charm. In his eyes, this was the most attractive 
child he had ever taught. 

He was looking, however, especially for the 
qualities that arc useful to a business-like producer, 
who is solelv concerned to make a succe.ss of the 



play. The first such quality, especially when the 
company are children, was obedience; the child 
actress must submit herself unresistiiiirlv to copv 
the movements and tones of speech laid down for 
her by the producer. ]*rincess Elizabeth gave this 
obedience absolutely and without question; and 
having thus passed quickly and easily through the 
rudimentary stage, she was then able to infuse 
her personalitN' into the theatrical tricks she had 
first learned by mere imitation. With a quick 
eye and retentive memory for human character, 
she soon began to give her parts individuality 
and life. A strong sense of humour, which is 
going to serve her well in a world much w'ider 
than the stage, has helped her to establish that 
co-operation betw’een both sides of the footlights 
which is the secret of dramatic effect. 

The first of the Christmas productions was a 
nativity play called The Three Roses, which was 
given in St. (ieorge’s Hall at Windsor Castle in 


1940. Princess Elizabeth played one of the kings 
and Princess Margaret a little girl. After the 
interpositiim of a dancing and musical show in 
the summer of 19-11, the remaining entertainments 
were all pantomimes. Princess Elizabeth was 
generally cast for the part of principal boy, while 
Princess Margaret “played opposite.” Thev were 
Prince Elorizel and Cinderella in 1941; Prince 
Salvador and Fairy Thistledown in Ihe SleepiiK^ 
Beauty iu 1942; and Aladdin and Princess Ro.\ana 
in 194.'^. For the last Christmas of the war a 
burlesque medley of many pantomimes was put 
together under the title of Old Mother Red Riding 
Boots-y and this time Princess Elizabeth reverted 
to her own sex as Lady Christine Sharwooil, in 
the height id the fashion of the Edwardian era, 
as is shown in the photograph on page 89. This 
costume was a special f.ivourite of the King’s; 
the Princess herself, says the photograph looks as 
though it came straight out of the family album. 


(Ill) THE BEGINNING OF PUBLIC LIFE 


I N July, 1944, King Ceorge left England on a 
visit to his forces in the Mediterranean, and 
for the first time Princess Elizabeth was appointed 
a member of the Council id' State that exercised 
the royal functions in his absence, as she was 
qualified to be by the recent amendment of the 
Regency Act. She had just passed her eighteenth 
birthday. Her colleagues in the C'oimcil of State 
were the Queen, the Huke of (iloucester, the 
Princess Royal, and- Lady Southesk, grand- 
daughter of Edward VII, the whole body con- 
sisting by law of the Queen and the four adults 
present in the United Kingdom who stood 
nearest to the succession. 

In the same month the King assigned to his 
elder daughter armorial bearings consisting of 
the Royal Arms differenced by a label of cadency 
— that is, a narrow band with three pendants 
running across the top of the coat — of silver, 
with the Tudor Rose on the middle point, 
and St. (’icorgc’s Ooss on each of the others. 
She displays her arms, according to the heraldic 
convention tor an unmarried lady, not on a shield 
but on a lozenge. 

These formalities were an indication that the 
heiress presumptive had ninv become a public 
figure. She had indeed alieady emerged from 


time to time into the light of official or ceremonial 
activity. Putting aside her broadcast of 1940, 
which was made on a unique occasion and 
delivered explicitly as a message from a child to 
children, she had already performed a public duty 
on her ow'ii account in 1943, before she was 
sevcntc'cn, when she inspected the tank battalion 
of the Grenadier Guards and took the salute 
at a march past. The Princess was appointed 
Colonel of this historic regiment. There is no 
dignity of which she is Hiore proud; she takes 
the closest pi^ssible interest in the welfare of 
officers and men of all its battalions, anil she 
misses no opportunity of cultivating their personal 
acquaintance. She will hereafter become associated 
with other regiments and corps, and will eventu- 
ally become the head of the whole army; but it 
seems probable that the “First Ciuards” will 
always remain nearest to her heart. 

The year 1944 was full of significant events in 
the Princess’s formal life, each of which was the 
first of its kind but the precursor of many more 
that would henceforth make up the routine of 
her days. These public appearances, it must be 
remembered, were made against a background 
of tremendous happenings. Only six weeks after 
her eighteenth birthday the Allied armies landed 
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SECOND SUBALTERN IN A.T.S.— 1945- 




From Prhitv.sK i:iiztihfih\\ pcrumal coUfction, 

ROYAL SNAPSHOT. A photoy:raph taken by Princess Elizabeth of her 
parents and her sister with Crackers and Susan at Windsor early in 1945. 


on the Norman shore, and for the next year the 
majestic sweep of the great campaign of victory 
dwarfed into insignificance tlie little incidents of 
growing up. 1‘hc Princess undoubtedly felt this 
herself. Her heart, like everybody else’s, was 
beyond the Channel, where her regiment and 
many of her personal friends were fighting. Hut 
she went through the part allotted to her, with 
tpiiet dignity and an increasing assurance, helping 
now to keep the wheels of life turning at home, 
and finding wherever she went that a royal visit 
gave no less genuine pleasure because it was 
performed, so to speak, in a backwater, wliilc 
the great currents of history were flowing with 
such tremendous power elsewhere. 

She was much in demand now among all kinds 
of societies and associations, in which her 
acceptance of high titular oflicc would imply 
royal, which is to say national, approbation of 
the cause for which they worked. This was the 
occasion for her first official visit alone to the 
City of London, where she appeared on 31st May, 
in the Egyptian Hall of the Mansion House, was 
installed as President of the National Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, and 


delivered an able presidential address. In the 
autumn she made a similar appearance in Edin- 
burgh. On the 23rd September she drove to the 
Assembly Hall on The Mound and there received 
on behalf of the Y.M.C.A. the purses containing 
the money which had been collected for its appeal 
fund. Thus, both in England and in Scotland her 
first appearances as the principal figure on a 
formal occasion were made, as was appropriate, 
in the cause of youth. It was on a similar occasion 
that she made her debut in Wales; but that did 
not take place till the following year. On 2nd 
June, 194.S, she attended the council meeting of 
the Girl Guides at Cardiff and made a speech to 
an audience of over four thousand people. This 
w'as not, however, her first visit to Wales. She 
had made a tour of the country with her parents 
in March, 1944; and she has always taken a 
special interest in the Principality from which, if 
she had been born of the other sex, she would 
have derived her highest title. 

The year 1944 also saw the beginning of the 
Princess’s social career. The evening courts, at 
which in time of peace debutantes of her age 
would normally be presented to their Sovereign, 
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were still suspended; otherwise no doubt the the Dominion l*rime Ministers who were in 
Princess would have been a brilliant figure in the London at the time. Unliappily, it had not been 
proceedings. Perliaps the nearest approach to a found possible to bring together a complete 
“coming out” that she enjoyed was her first muster of the five heads of governments; indeed, 
appearance at a big dinner party on 1st May, 1944. no such meeting has assembled since the Coroiia- 
Thcre could not have been a more auspicious tion year. But the Princess sat between General 
occasion, for the party was given by the King Smuts, Prime Minister of the Union of South 
and Queen at Buckingham Palace in honour of Africa, and Mr. Mackenzie King, Prime Minister 




of the Dominion of Canada. 'Vhe juxtaposition 
of the future head of the Empire with the two 
longest established of its elder statesmen was a 
striking and emblematic event. It was also signifi- 
cant for the Princess’s education; for it is of the 
first importance in her training for the place that 
she will one day fill tliat she should make the 
personal acquaintance of all the eminent men of 

I'.E.— G 


THANKSGIVING SERVICE. On the first 
Sunday after VE-Da\\ 1 3th Ma\\ J945, the Royal 
Family attended a 7'hanksftivinf' Service in St. 
Paid's Cathedral. Here they are seen beitifj 
received by the Dean of St. Paid's on their arrival. 

the Commonwealth, even though in due time 
her constitutional advisers will inevitably be 
men of a much younger generation than these 
two famous veterans. Since that evening the 
Princess has rapidly extended her personal friend- 
ships among men and women of high authoriiv 
in public afiairs. She always shows herself mod- 
estly appreciative of the opportunities that come 
to her for direct intercourse with the leading 
minds of the day. She can talk well herself, but 
on these occasions she shows herself primarily as 
the perfect listener, storing away in a retentive 
memory the ideas and the wisdom that come to 
her from the lips of men of such great e.xpericnce. 

Some of the important ceremonial events in 
which the Princess took part during this year of 
growing up had still to be concealed from public 
knowledge owing to the w^artime necessities of 
security. Nothing, for instance, could be said of 
the visit of the whole Royal Family on 29th 
October to H.M.S. Cjeorije 1', lying at 

Greenock; and still less was it possible to mention 
that on 30th November Her Royal Highness 
herself took the leading part on a great naval 
occasion. On that day she went to the famous 
shipyard of John Browm & Co. on Clydebank, 
and there launched the battleship Vanfriuml. which 
in 1946 was the most powerful c apital ship in the 
world. Her banner of arms, pc^pularly called her 
personal standard, was this day broken for the 
first time from the flagstaff in the shipyard. The 
Princc'ss played her part unfalteringly, smashing 
the traditional bottle of wine upon the stc'el prow 
as the hull slipped away towards the water, and 
in clear accents praying for good luck to the 
ship and all who should sail in her. One of these, 
as it has turned out, is Princess Elizabeth herself; 
for the unexpectedly rapid cc^llapse of all the 
King’s enemies in 1945 postponed, it is to be 
hoped fc:)r ever, the necessity for the great ship 
to fire her guns in battle, and, in fact, the first 
important service assigned her was to carry the 
King, with his family, on the state visit to his 
subjects in the Union of South Africa. 

Busy, however, as the Princess was in 1944 with 
public and semi-public ceremonies, with visits to 
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FAREWELL TO CIVIL DEFENCE. The Queen and Princess Elizabeth 
admiring Peter, a member of one of the canine rescue squads, during the stand- 
down parade of Civil Defence Services in Hyde Park on 10th June, 1945. 




IN NORTHERN IRELAND. On 17th July, 1945, the Princess left England 
with her parents on a tour of Northern Ireland, She is seen here in con- 
versation with a Brownie during an inspection of Girl Guides at Londonderry, 
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the troops, with social appearances at the opera 
and the Windsor Horse Show, where both she 
and her sister won prizes, this year represents 
rather the overture than the first act of her public 
life. The interval was filled by her training in 
the A.T.S., which has already been described; and 
it was not till her emergence in the summer ot 
l'M5 from the strenuous routine of Aldershot 
that she was able fully and finally to take her 
place as a public personage. 

In a sense slie moved into her place in the 
main stream of the national life as the daughter 
of victory. She was just nineteen when the 
(jermans surrendered: and when on tlie evening 
of V E-Day she appeared in unifnin with her 
parents and sister on the balcony at Buckingham 
Palace, the many thousands who cheered were 
perhaps conscious for the first time ot her signifi- 
cance as an emblematic figure ot the tuture. of 
all for which the nation had fouglit and suftcred 
and of the hopes of a better world for their 
children to inherit. Eight times in the course of 
that evening the Royal Family appeared on the 
balcony, and it was not till twenty minutes after 
midnight that the windows were closed for the 
last time and the I'rinccss could go to bed with 
her memories of the great struggle which had 
closed her childhood and moulded the world in 
which her adult life would be lived. 

In the following week she shared with the 
King and C)uccn in their two Victory^ tours of 
London, on the north side of the river on 9th 
May and on the south side on the tenth; and on 
the Sunday the whole Royal Family drove to St. 
Paul’s to render thanks to God on behalf of all 
their people. On 16th May they jt>uriicycd to 
Edinburgh to take part in a similar thanksgiving 
in St. Giles’s Church; and next day they were 
back in the Palace of Westminster, where the 
Queen and the Piincesses sat beside the King in 
the Royal Gallery while the Lord Chancellor and 
the Speaker, in their state robes embroidered 
with cloth of gold, presented loyal addresses of 
congratulations from the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment. 

In August the whole series of celebrations and 
observances was repeated, this time with more 
profound and final significance because the guns 
had fallen silent at last all over the world, though 
perhaps not with quite so tremendous a relief of 
tension as had followed the collapse of the first 


and principal enemy. The formal proceedings 
in both London and Edinburgh were very much 
the same as before; but something new was added 
to the rejoicings round Buckingham Palace when 
the two Princesses left their parents to take the 
salute from the balcony and themselves went 
down, escorted by officers of the Brigade of 
Guards, to move among the cheering crowds 
below. It was a most popular gesture, and gave 
deep pleasure to all those in tlie great multitude 
who were fortunate enough to be close to the 
lanes that opened up wherever the little party 
moved. 

Since the end ot liostilities, the Princess’s engage- 
ment list has become almost as crow’ded as those 
of the King and Queen. Aithough she continued 
to live at home, it had bect>me necessary even in 
1944 to begin the formation of what is technically 
called “a househ('»ld” for her, wJiose members 
might both accompany her on her public appear- 
ances and cope with the secretarial work tliat 
was beginning to mount up behind the scenes. 
The first to join lier as lady in waiting was 
Lady Mary Strachey, wife of Lord O’Hagan’s 
heir. Captain Thomas Strachey, and youngc.st 
daughter of Lord Scl borne. This was on 11th 
July, 1944. In March, 1945, her increasing duties 
began to be shared with the daughter of Mr. A. V. 
Hambro, of Milton Abbas, the widowed Mrs, 
Vicary Gibbs, who on 29th May, 1946, became 
the wife of the Queen’s nephew, the Hon. 
Andrew Elphinstone. I’rincess Elizabeth was one 
of the bridesmaids at the wedding, and after the 
honeymoon Mrs. Elphinstone resumed her func- 
tions in the household. Meanwhile, on 2()th May, 
a third lady in waiting had been appointed in 
the person of Lady Margaret Egerton, Lord 
Ellesmere’s daughter, to whom it fell to attend 
the Princess on the present visit to South Africa. 
All three ladies are in the middle twenties, for 
tlie members of the J*rincess’s staff are intended 
to be friends and companions, and it is desirable 
that they should be close to her in age. 

The lady in waiting who is for the time being 
in attendance acts as the Princess’s private secretary, 
having taken over that function frtnn the Queen’s 
ladies, who used to deal with the heavy corres- 
pondence that was addressed to Princess Elizabeth 
even as a child. The lady in waiting takes the 
Princess her letters in the morning, and receives 
her instructions about how they arc to be 



A SMILE FOR BABY. A picture taken 
during a visit to the Heritage Craft 
Schools for Crippled Children at 
Chailey, Sussex, on 27th June, 1945. 



answered. But Princess Elizabeth writes her 
personal letters with her own hand, and is always 
specially punctilious in writing letters of thanks 
herself, when she has accepted any kind of 
hospitality. 

I’he crowded and miscellaneous programme 
of engagements wliicli now rules the Princess’s 
life serves several important purposes: it enables 
her to see a great deal of the country and a great 
variety of people in their characteristic environ- 
ments of work or play; it multiplies the number 
of men and women who have had a sight of and 
perhaps a personal contact with their future 
Sovereign; and it enables the encouragement of 
royal patronage to be given to many worthy 
enterprises. The Jhiiicess would, no doubt, like 
to be able to say that lu^ good cause that applied 
feu- her formal patronage was ever refused. That 
is impossible, for she has onK' 365 days in her 
year, and a glance at her engagement book would 
show how desperately overcrowded they already 
are. But the selection of public and other bodies 
to be visited is made with the utmost care to 
make it representative of all that is most admirable 
in the life of the nation, and with far more atten- 
tion to popular wishes than to the convenience 
of the I’rinccss herself. 

Her Royal Highness finds it particularly dith- 
cult to withlK)ld her personal association from 
any cause charged with the care of the sick; 
and especially she interests herself' in sufllTing 
children. She is, for instance, ITesident of the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital for Children at Hack- 
ney, and also of the Queen Elizabeth League for 
C'liildren. As has already been said, her first 
ceremonial appearance in the City of London 
was as President of the National Society for the 
JTevention of Ouelty to Children. In addition 
she is J^resideiit of the Prince of Wales Cieiieral 
Hospital, of the Cardiff Uo) al Infirmary, and of 
the Student Nurses’ Association of the Royal 
College of Nursing; and she is Patron of the 
Red Cross Societies of both Australia and Canada. 

Her interest in her own regiment is reflected 
in her acceptance of the appointment of l^atroii 
of the Guards Chris’ School; and an association 
of her own childhood was continued when she 
became Commodore of the Sea Rangers. She 
has, however, a wider interest in all matters that 
concern youth and education, particularly when 
they are connected with the Services. She is 


President of the Royal Schools for the Daughters 
of Naval and Marine Officers, Patron of the 
Royal Navy and Marines’ Home at C2hatham, 
Vice-Patron of the Royal Albert School; while 
as Vice-Patron of the Life Saving Society she 
lends her name to what is really another and 
very valuable branch of education. 

The Princess’s undiminished delight in animals 
is acknowledged by her position as Patron of the 
Welsh Pony and Cob Society; and she attaches 
much more than ceremonial value to the compli- 
ments that have been paid her in the realm of 
music. She is President t^f the Royal Amateur 
Orchestral Society; and the Ri-)yal ("ollege of 
Music', in making her their President, were proud 
to welcome a practising devotee of the art, who 
even tc^day manages to fit in a weekly piano lesson 
from Miss Mabe l Lander, who has been her tutor 
sinc'e she was four years old. 

These honorary offices and dignities, of which 
the bestowal is an act of loyalty on the part of 
the bodies that make it, and the acceptance by 
the Princess is a certificate of their worthy 
place in the natic')nal life, are onl\’ the beginning 
of a list that will grow longer and longer as her 
years increase. Such appointments are themselves 
only a small part of the recognition she gives in 
her representative capacity to many and varied 
public activities. Wherever she goes she carric's 
by her mere presence a message of encouragement 
to some group of men and women, or boys and 
girls, whose corporate activity, however special- 
ized, is by the Princess’s visit drawn into contact 
with all the rest of the multifarious life of the 
people. Sometimes indeed now very frecjuently 
— this message is delivered in the form of an actual 
speech; and many audiences have discovered that 
the Ih'incess, whose voice is clear and beautifully 
modulated, is capable of speaking straight to the 
hearts of hearers widely separated by interest and 
character, with the same directness that the\ have 
long known in her mother. Of ctmrse, these 
speeches are not generally of Her Royal Highness’s 
personal composition. She cannot be expected 
to have the detailed knowledge of each audience 
she addresses that would enable her to speak 
cx tempore about the particular activity or 
purpose that has brought them together. In- 
formation as a rule has to be sought from the 
society itself, on which a draft speech can be 
prepared by the J^rincess’s personal staff. But she 
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herself studies and criticizes the draft with dose 
attention; she makes her own amendments; and 
hy the time it is ready to be delivered tlic speech 
lias always taken the impress of her personality. 
On at least one occasion she has shown that the 
preparatory work of her assistants is an aid rather 
than a necessity; for once when she was about to 
dehver a speech at Windsor a gust of wind 
carried her manuscript away. There was con- 


sternation, and a hasty attempt to send for the 
carbon copy; but the Princess calmly waved her 
rc*scuers aside, and delivered an admirable little 
speech out of her head. 

Only a few specimens of the kind of functions, 
with or without speeches, that Princess Elizabeth 
attends need be given here. They are familiar to 
all readers of the newspapers, although it is only 
by looking at the continuous list of her engage- 




nicnts, as tabulated lor a period of a month or 
so, that one can appreciate how much energy 
and versatility are demanded of her. A great 
many of these engagements fall to the Princess 
in connexion with the fighting Services, who are 
entitled to regard her since she received her 
commission as, so to speak, one of themselves; 
and the royal compliments that she thus pays 
them acquire thereby a rather different tone 


and emphasis from those appropriate to the King 
in whose name they serve. Most solemn and 
significant of these observances was her appearance 
on 11th November, 1945, die last Armistice Day 
under the old ritual, to lay a wreath for her own 
generation at the foot of the cenotaph in Whitehall. 
She makes an increasing number of formal 
inspections, particularly of her own Grenadier 
Guards, but also of other units of all three 
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Services. Of special interest among such engage- 
ments may be quoted her inspection of Number 1 
Mechanical Transport Training Centre, Camber- 
ley, in which she herself had received her 
training (3rd August, 1945); a presentation of 
belts of honour at the passing-out parade at 
Sandhurst (27th October, 1945); the review of 
the Army Cadet Force in Hyde J’ark (7th April, 
1946), at which she took the salute; a visit to 
Cireenock, on 12th May, 1946, to attend the 
commissioning service on board H.M.S. Van^uarJ; 
and her attendance ^^'ith the King and Queen 
(14th ]iily, 1946) at a simple service held in the 
churchyard of St. Mary’s, Cireat Hircham, when 
His Majesty unveiled the Cross of Sacrifice that 
the Imperial War Craves C]ommission had 
erected in memory of the airmen who arc 
buried there. 

Naturally the women’s Services appear Ire- 
quently on the J*rincess’s programme. She 
•nttended the passing-out parade of A.l’.S. Cadets 
at the Imperial Service College, Windsor, on 
13th June, 1946; was entertained at the Ex-Service 
Women’s Club in Edinburgh on the twenty- 
eighth of the same month; saw the parade of 
airwomen of the Royal Canadian Air Force 
on 23rd October, 1945. She took the salute at a 
march past of the Women’s Land Army at 
Bedford (14th February, 1946), and at a similar 
celebration of the Rangers in Hyde Park (19th 
May, 194()), and attended a rally of the Girls’ 
Training Corps a week later, making speeches on 
all three occasions. 

Perhaps the most important public function 
that l*rincess Eli/abeth has yet discharged 
separately from the King and Queen is her visit 
to Northern Ireland, which lasted from ISth to 
21st March, 1946. She travelled with the naval 
state proper to an heir to the throne, in the 
cruiser H.M.S. S/z/xtA, which hoisted her personal 
banner for the occasion. In the course of the 
visit she launched the then largest aircraft carrier 
in the wx)rld, H.M.S. Ea{flc, and made a speech at 
the luncheon afterwards, in w4iich she paid roy^al 
tribute both to the ancient craftsmanship of the 
British slhpbuilding industry and to the prowess 
of the Fleet Air Arm, especially as exhibited by 
the men of that other EVz^/c which was sunk in 
the Mediterranean in August, 1942. To an island 
race w-ith centuries of seafaring tradition in their 
blood, she said, there was something deeply 


moving in the launching of a ship, which could 
not be understood by the peoples of those countries 
to whom the sea was only of secondary import- 
ance. To anyone with a feeling for English 
history it must have been equally moving to hear 
a royal Elizabeth speaking to them of the meaning 
of sea power. Such a repetition of history, 
in the words Her Royal Highness used of the naval 
tradition, “is something so very much our own.” 

After this ceremony, which was the central 
purpose of the visit, the Princess made a tour of 
two hundred miles through the counties of 
Tyrone, Fermanagh and Armagh, visited Dun- 
gannon High School for Girls, made another 
speech at Enniskillen, inspected the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary, w4io explained to her the working 
of an illicit still, inspected a guard of honour at 
Armagh, and still found time to pay a personal 
courtesy by standing as godmother at the 
christening of the baby daughter of Lieut.- 
Commander Osborne-King. Everywhere she 
went in her swift progress she was received with 
unbounded enthusiasm; and the visit was 
remembered as a truly royal acknowledgment of 
all that Ulster had done to speed the victory of 
the British Commonwealth in the Second 
World War. 

A few' months after this visit, full as it was of 
martial symbidism, the Princess was the central 
figure in a ritual whose whole emphasis lay 
upon the arts of peace. It is die ancient rule of 
the Ciorsedd of the Bards of Wales that no Bard 
may bear a naked weapon against or in the 
presence of anyone, and no one is permitted to 
do so in their presence, “for a Bard is the minister 
of peace, refuge and justice.” 1o this immemor- 
ial fellowship Princess Elizabeth was admitted 
on 6th August, 1 946, according to the ceremonial 
contained iiiMeyr^ oj Glamorgan s l)ool:\ and she 
herself declared the Eisteddfod open, wishing all 
blessings to Wales with the words: *"RiryJ yn 
agor yr EisU’ddJod a plioh hnidith i Gy;/;;;/.” 
On the hilltop of Mountain Ash, Glamorgan, 
she was called within the Circle ol' Refuge of 
the Gorsedd wearing the green robe of an Ovate, 
which is symbolic of “the growth and increase 
of learning and genius.” There the Arch-Druid, 
standing before the Logan Stone, took her two 
hands in his and said in Welsh : 

“In the name of the Gorsedd of Bards of the Isle 
of Britain and the National Eisteddfod of Wales” 



ROYAL SISTERS— 1946 
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LAUNCHING H.M.S. E^CLE— 19th MARCH, 1946 




BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE CIRCUS— APRIL, 1946 


bade welcome to Elizabeth of Windsor. A faiitare so withhi the older and closer association of the 
of trumpets went echoing round the hills, and British Isles, the imperial policy of today is always 
the sword-bearer saluted the new Bard by raising to preserve, stimulate, and develop what is best 
aloft the sheatluxl sword ot peace; and then in the native tradition ot the smaller peoples, in 

after a short benediction, spoken in English, the the belie! that in freedom and variety, rather than 

great crowds gathered outside the circle ol stones in an imposed unitormity, resides the strength and 
and closed the ceremony by singing, in the perfect even the unity ol the whole. It is in maintaining 

harmony that only a Welsh assembly can achieve, this unity in diversity that the Royal Family, 

the venerable anthem o! the Principality, “He// who alone in the British Commonwealth have 

IVhid fy Nhadaii,'' or “Land of my Fathers.” no exclusive association with any one ot its 

Thus Princess Elizabeth, like her parents before component parts, render one of their characteristic 
her, associated herselt with that passionate and most valuable services. 

devotion to the ancient tradition of poetry. It would be tedious to catalogue the many 
music and song which is the heart of Welsh ceremonial or public appearances of Princess 
patriotism. There have been times in the long Elizabeth from the time when she emerged upon 
course ot history when Wales has thouglit, not the stage of national aftairs. Each of them is 
without reason, that the English crown cherished remembered as a reil-lettcr day in the life of some 
the desire to obliterate the individuality of this tt)wn or village, some association or community 
small, proud people. Some o! the most venerated ‘>r industrial firm. Each of them for a moment 
names in Welsh history have been the names of lifted one of these little groups into the light of 
leaders of revolt. But these unhappy memories national interest, and made of its activities a 
serve only to illuminate the changed relation subject to be read about in the newspapers. It is 
between the two races in modern times. As in the for the health of every part of a great nation that 
widerambitofthe whole British ( xmnnonwealth, it should take its turn to be the centre ot the 
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H.M.S. VANGUARD COMMISSIONED. On J2th May, 1946, ILR.H. \ 

visited Greenock to attend the connnissioning of If. MS. '"Vanftuard.'" She wm i 

received hy Captain W, G. A}^neM\ C.B., C.V.O., D.S.O., commander of the 
ship (above). On riftht she is seen leaving the battleship after the service. 

attention ot the wliolo. A n>yal visit gives it keep the freshness and gaiety vshieh sliould he 

that opportunity. But to recapitulate the record the birthright of the whole people, and which 

of l^rincess Elizabeth’s crowded days would they, far more than their elders in the Royal 

largely defeat the object of her labours; for her Family, have a natural mission to represent. In 

royal courtesies, of which the separate significance the first years of recovery from the drabness and 

of each depended upon singling out stnne austerity of war, it has been a real contribution 

particular community for honour, would neces- to the brightening of the atmosphere that the 

sarily lose that .significance by tlirowing them all heiress to the throne should begin to be seen more 

together once more in the dead level of a list. and more in all kinds of lighter-hearted activity. 

The list, however, is always tlicre, a steady Nt> doubt, when she goes to a dance or a concert 

programme of duty to be conscientiously worked or a race-meeting, she is seeking amusement and 

through, as a backgnnind lO any recreation relaxation, without an)' kind of ulterior motive, 

that the J^rincess is able to tnijoy. The evident It is nevertheless true that by taking an unstudied 

danger for any girl who is thrown almost part in these normal entertainments of daily life, 

straight from the schoolroom into such she helps to spread through all ranks of society 

an endless round of public activities is that her the right and proper doctrine that, even or 

wliole life may be swallowed up in formal especially at a time when a great effort is being 

routine, and she may grow old before her time, demanded of all, the graces and pleasure of life 

The King and Queen have always been rightly are as e.ssential to the general health as its labours, 
determined that their children shall enjoy as many So it is natural that in these years since the war 
as possible of the natural pleasures of youth, and the Princess has come to be seen fairly frequently 







at dances, theatres and concerts, and on many 
sporting occasions out ot doi>rs. Even tliese hours 
of pleasure, however, are very fretjucntly com- 
bined with indirect service to good causes. She 
attends many charity performances at the tlicatre; 
and if she goes to a big ball it is as likely as not 
to be given in aid of some deserving fund. She 
has been a good dancer since her childhood, and 
now maniiestly gets the same endless amusement 
out t^f it as the many young girls in every rank 
for whom it is the central feature of social 
existence. She dances with tireless energy. Shy 
young men wlu> are apt to be overawed at the 
idea of dancing with a Ih incess soon find in her 
a cheerful and unassuming companion who is 
out to enjoy herself on ecjual terms with them. 
Her cultivated taste in classical music does not 
prevent her from sharing the popular enthusiasm 
for the rhythms of the dance-band leaders whom 
the twentieth century has raised to such a singular 
eminence in public esteem. 

The theatre gives the Princess the pleasure that 
would naturally be expected in one who has 


herself devoted so much of her time to amateur 
acting. She has sometimes broken away from 
the rigid convention that royal personages must 
always be secluded in a box and has from time 
to time been seen sitting among the audience in 
the dress circle or the stalls. Her taste is catholic, 
with perhaps a slight leaning to shows of the 
lighter sort; but the notable performances that 
she has seen include one of the I'ynwnus 

given for charity at the New Theatre in April, 
1946, and the pr('»ductions of the Comedie Eran- 
caise Company at the same theatre in |ulv, 194.S. 

In musical drama she enjoys both grand opera 
and (lilbert and Sullivan; and she took care not 
to miss the re-opening of Covent (Jarden with a 
season of ballet on 2()th pTbruary, 1946. 

Among outdoor entertainments, although she j 
has watched most kindsof sport, includingsuch out- 
standing events as l est matches and international 
football, the Princess’s favourite is undoubtedly 
racing. She has been on intimate terms with 
horses all her life and understands the finer points ; 
of the sport. She goes to the IVrb) and Ascot 


ROYAL WINDSOR HORSE SHOW— JUNE, 1946. H.R.H. enjoys 
a joke with some of the judges during her visit to the horse show. 


ROYAL ASCOT — ^JUNE, 1946. The King and Princess Elizabeth watching 
the racing from the roof of the stand on the opening day of the meeting. 


in royal state, and attends a good many smaller 
meetings informally. She generally likes to have 
a financial interest in a horse she favours, but 
confines licr betting to merely nominal amounts. 
It may be confidently expected that she will 
hereafter take a close and informed interest in 
the royal stud and in the fortunes of the King’s 
colours on the turf. 

So ill an ever more strenuous routine of work 
and play Princess Elizabeth approaches her 
twenty-first birthday. Behind the crowded 
record ol the things she does there has been 
slowly taking sliaj)e all the time the thing she is. 
The character that has formed itself, or been 
shaped by events, through these twenty-one years 
(^1 childhood and adolescence, will in time to 
come be one ol the inliuences that will shape 
history. Its lines, nevertheless, are still very lightly 
engraved. It will be for lite to deepen them, add 
to them, and perhaps turn them in new directions. 
Throughout the Princess’s education everything 
has been done to prevent her ideas from becoming 
too stioii fixed or rigid; and she comes to maturity 
with an open mind. This is her first qualification 
lor her luture part as head ol a great empire, of 
which as yet she has seen only one corner. She 
has all lier most vital experience still to gain; she 
is still able to approach it with all the frcslmess 
and flexibility of youtli. 

The Princess is, therefore, above all, a learner. 
(Characteristically, on receiving the invitation to 


South Africa, she sat down to the study of 
Afrikaans.) She may well remain so all her life, 
for she is to be the representative of a nation that 
will constantly change as it travels through the 
changing years, and she must keep her own mind 
sensitive to its growth and receptive to all its 
thoughts and new interests. But her power of 
reception will not in later years be so great as it 
is today. At present she is eagerly open to all 
fresh ideas and experiences, and she stores them 
away in the keeping ol an accurate memory and 
an orderly mind. They will lill out and develop 
the contour of her personality as she grows older, 
but they also take the colour ol her mind as it 
already is. 

Some hints of Princess Eli/abetli’s general 
outlook on life, to wdiich all her new' impressions 
have to be adapted, may be inferred from the 
indications ol her special tastes and interests which 
have been given in the foregoing pages. Some- 
thing more, perhaps, may be derived Iroin a 
glance at her well-filled book shelves; for it is 
in the reader’s armchair that study and relaxation, 
the grave and the gay, come most easily together 
and blend to make one ol the characteristic 
ingredients of an individual mind; a literary facet 
of a personality. 

On the more solid side of the Princess’s collec- 
tion of books one is struck at once by the promi- 
nence of history — of history which is also great 
literature. There w'ill be found the majestic irony 











BAC’HCI.OR OF MUSK. On Kith July, 1946, H.R.H. nreived the 
lioiKnan dcfiirc of Huchclor of Music at the London l/nivcrsity. Above, 
the Chancellor, the Earl of Athlone, admits his ^reahniecc to the decree. 


ot CiihUon s Dcilinr lUiil fiill oj die Roiihin Enipiii : tltHiinionis as tlic i.ettns of Cict>ri^o III aiiJ 
CMC gJitCciinu; rJictoric Mac;nilav\ Hi.<tory of Cu*t>r^c IV. 

luiilliJiKi-, tlic nicIodi(nis persuasion Fronde’s 1 Iiesc witnesses lo the diliu;cncc of the Fiinccss 
Q//{'('// l:li::itlutli. tlie eont<n*ted deelaination of as a studem inav he hal.ineed hv otliers tliat 

C!arlyles lli.story of tlir Eiriicli Revolution, and the suggest that she does not read history merely as 

strateu.ie deployment of the u;reat ion es history a task. She loves also its colour and romance, 
which tills the tour volumes cit Mr, C'hurehiirs and is a voracious reader of historic al ncn’els, both 
Life of the Duke of Miv lhorou\ih. With these great those of the older masters, and the e.vamples of a 
voice's sounding in her c*ars the Princt'ss may claim newer technitjue h\' such modern writers as Miss 
to have experic'nced the whole soiunanis range of Margaret Irwin. 

the music ot linglish prose. But although these This knowledge and c*njoyment ot history 
hooks are great literature, there is also a scientific cannest fail to have developed in the Princess the 
side to historical study; and all v\ ho embark upon historian’s characteristic visiem of life as one 

it eventually awake to the realization that there organic drama, in which no event is without its 

is ultimately no history except the original c'ontinuing repercussions through the ages, and 

autlu^rities. To he a real historical student and no happening of today can he undei stood without 

lu'it a dilettante is to have passed that turning knowledge of all that went before. “All our past 

]>oint; and the evidence that J*rineess Eli/aheth acclaims cnir hiture, ” savs Swinburne, and that 
has passed it is to be fecund in her well-used sense of having a place in a proud succession is 
copies ot such cc^llections ot contemporary a central element in the Princess’s mind. It would 
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RELAXATION- - 1946. The Princess is frequently seen at dances and theatres. 
Above, at the Royal Caledonian Ball in London, she is enjoy int^ a Scottish 
reel: below, she is seen at die first nifiht of '‘"La BohemC' at the Canibridiic 'Theatre. 






THE NEW BARD. On 6th Ausust. 1946. H.R.H. attended the National 
Eisteddfod of Wales, at Mountain Ash. when she was admitted to the circle 
of the Bards of Wales. Here, standi nf; before the I^ftan Stone, wearing the 
robe oj an Ovate, she is being received into the Order by the Arch- Druid. 
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GUESTS AT BALMORAL. General of the Army Eisenhower, his 
wife and son were guests of the Royal Family in October, 1946. 


bf so even if she only inherited, in the same 
anonymous way that vve all do, the great legacy 
of British history; but evidently the appeal of' 
the story is redoubled for a girl who finds the 
pages cn^wded W'ith names of her own ancestors 
and friends. Princess Elizabeth has been fascinated 
by the figure of her greai-grcat-grandmother. 
Queen Victoria, and has read a great deal about 
her. She knows well Lytton Strachey’s famous 
biography, and the aficctionately humorous little 
plays of Laurence Housman; but here also she 
is in a position to check modern reinterpretations 
by reference to the authorities, for she is familiar 
with the big red volumes of the Queen’s massive 
correspondence, and also with her Lcatrs from 
the journal oj our life in the Highlands. The latter 
work, wliich enabled the courtly Disraeli to say 
to the Queen “We authors, Ma’am,” may not 
rank high as literature, but is a uniquely valuable 
key to the understanding of its author’s mind; and 
from the Princess’s point of view it has the charm 
of showing, under the light of another century, 
the scenes round Balmoral that she herself loves. 

lurning from the shelves that stand for 
education merging into life, cmic cannot help 
being struck by the prominence in the Princess’s 
glass-fronted book cases of the books that repre- 
sent her life-long interest in animals, and particu- 
larly in horses. Anna Sewell’s Black Beauty, 
which was her favourite book almost since she 


could first read, has been re-read many times 
since, and even now still keeps its place. It has 
been joined with the passing of the years by many 
other books about horses. Such tastes arc perhaps 
shared by most children, who generally seem to 
find that animals make more excriting characters 
in fiction than their own species. But with 
Princess Elizabeth the taste has continued into 
adult life, and there are few recent books of note 
about horses or dogs that she has failed to acquire. 
They range from romantic fiction, in Miss Enid 
Bagnold’s National W’leet, through art in Sir 
Alfred Munnings’s collection. Pictures of Horses 
and Em^lisli Life, and sporting history in Mr. 
K. C. Lyle's Royal Newmarket to the bt>rders of 
scientific zoology in Dr. Julian Huxle\'’s Animal 
Lanyuaye. "I’his pleasantly simple perpetuation of 
a juvenile taste does not preclude a considerable 
knowledge of classical Faiglish literature. The 
Princess has read all the major plays of Shake- 
speare; but witli this exception her natural taste 
runs mainly to the works of nineteenth-century 
authors. Her favourite poets include Shelley, 
Byron and Wordsworth, and in the next genera- 
tion Tennyson and Browning. In prose her 
preference leans towards the more delicate and 
subtle writers, and away from the robust humours 
of the Victorian age. Thus she is fond of Jane 
Austen, and in a more intense vein of the Brontes; 
but in ctnninon with a large section of her 







m'licration she has never acquired imicli liking to London in 1945 were Moliere’s V Impromptu 

for Dickens. Among writers t)f tlie presnit day dc Vcrsktillcs and Beaumarchais’ Lc Barhicr dc 

she has a catholic taste, enjoying the adventure Scrillc. 

stories of John Buchan, the irony of Mr. E. M. This reading is supplemented by a painstaking 
Forster, the social satire of H. G. Wells and the study of the newspapers; and for some time the 

ingenious puzzles of Miss Dorothy Sayers. Long Princess has been receiving Hansard’s Parliament- 

family histories, however, of the kind most ary Debates. The books she reads are for the most 

notably represented by Galsw’orthy’s h'orsyfc Saifd, part of her individual choice, which is inainK 

are not to her taste. Books about the sea have guided by the reviews in weekly and other papers, 

a special appeal to her: recent novels like those The taste indicated bv this selection of literature 
of Mr. C. S. Forester, famous books ol the last is that which is natural to a well-trained, active, 

century like Mr. Midshipman Hasy, and Dr. John but still very youthhil mind. There is nothing 

Masefield’s A Sailor s Garland, w'hich was her forced about it, nor is there any highly specialized 

eighteenth birthday present from the crew of the leaning, beyond that which proceeds from the 

Sea Ranger ship, President III, in which she holds particular bias that has been given deliberately to 

the responsible position of bosun. She also the Princess’s education. Princess Elizabeth reads 

enjoys the frivolities of Miss Angela Thirkell. as most of us do for three equally good reasons: 

The Princess reads French almost as easily as first to amuse herself, secondly to equip herself 

English, and has a large collec'tion of French for the responsibilities she will have to bear, and 

bewks. She finds French poetry over-sentimental thirdly to satisfy her curiosity about the world, 

for her taste but enjoys Balzac, Daudet, Anatole All this, then, serves to acxentuate the prevailing 

France and other great masters of prose. The feature of Princess Elizabeth’s character, which 

plays she saw when the Comedie Francaise c'ame is simplicity and naturalness. She has been 


ROYAL BRIDESMAIDS. At the wedding of Lady Patricia Mount- 
batten and Lord Brahourne at Romscy Abbey on 26th October, 1946. 





ROYAL COMMAND VARIETY. Shaking hands with Mr. J. Arthur Rank 
on their arrival at the London Palladium on 4th Novcmher, 1946. 


broiiglit up to be a representative daughter of 
her time, in the central tradition of normal 
English girlhood. The King and Queen have 
never encouraged her to regard herself as any- 
thing but an ordinary person, and as such she 
sees herself still. It is her position, not her person- 
ality, that she knows to be exceptional; and she 
fully understands that by sinewing the capacity 
of an ordinary woman to play an extraordinary 
part in the national life she best discharges the 
high task of royalty. I ler father and grandfather 
before her have proved that men of normal 
capacity, normal tastes, and normal training are 
equal to the highest demands of exalted rank, 
provided only that they are willing to devote 
themselves unsparingly to public service; and it 
is already clear that Princess Elizabeth’s direct 
and simple character is of a kind that fits her to 
walk in their footsteps. She is modest, and always 
willing to listen to the advice of those who have 
greater experience than hers. She is friendly, and 
capable of entering into the interests or sympa- 
thizing with the troubles of the great variety of 
people with whom she comes in contact. This 


quality, although it is innate in the sense that it 
proceeds from an inner kindliness of heart, has 
not gained expression altogether easily; for the 
Princess as a child had a tendency to shyness, 
which it has cost her a conscii>us effort to over- 
come. She has been helped by a rich fund of 
humour; and those w^ho meet her for the first 
time, and arc in many cases much shyer than 
slie, soon discover b\’ her easy laughter that 
courtly ceremonial need not be a barrier and 
direct and natural speech will not give offence. 

Gaiety of heart and simplicity of demeanour 
do not prevent her being capable of great dignity, 
which with the passage of years will deepen into 
majesty when occasions of stately ceremonial 
demand. Hut it is impossible to believe that 
any advance of age could make l*rinccss Eliz;ibcth 
pompous. She will be saved from that by her 
ability in any circumstances to smile at herself. 

She is a hard w'orker, and possesses considerable 
powers of concentration. She liates to leave any 
task unfinished, or to abandon any problem until 
she has mastered it. She is always ready to take 
great trouble over small things, especially when 



PRIZE-GIVING. On 7th November, 1946, Princess Elizabeth visited Burlington School, 
iVest London, where she presented the prizes at the prize-ffivinf; ceremony. Here one 
oj the students is receiving the intermediate certificate of the Royal Life Saving Society. 
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slic suspects that tilings winch are small to her 
may be of great importance to humbler people. 
Personal problems that arc put to her in her large 
correspondence seldom fail to awake her personal 
interest. A member of the A.T.S., for instance, 
who had suffered an injury to her back, wrote 
to the Princess to say how disappointed she 
would be that she could not stand to see the 
Victory Parade. Princess Elizabeth herself inter- 
vened with the authorities and saw that the girl 
had a place in a window overlooking the route. 
Again, at the Cardiff Rally of the Girl Guide's, 
the organizers tried to spare her fatigue at the 
end of an exceptionally tiring day by cancelling 
the march past that had been arranged. It would 
take too long, they said; but the Princess guessed 
that it would not be so regarded by the Guides. 
“They miistif t be disappointed,” she said. “If it 
will take too long for them to march past me, 
then I will walk past them.” And she did. 

The heiress to the throne, then, is simple, 
warm-hearted, hardworking, painstaking, culti- 
vated, humorous, and above all, friendly. In all 
this, fortunately, she probably resembles the great 
majority, and all the best, of the generation who 
have come to maturity with her. These arc tlic 
heirs of victor)^; these arc the men and women 
who have to build the world anew; the Princess 
is born to be their leader, and she knows she can 
only lead them by being one of themselves. Her 
eejuipment for the vast responsibilities that aw'ait 
her is that which could most be desired — the fact 
that in all the governing lines of her character 
she is a typical daughter of the Britain of her 
time. 

In wishing her on her twenty-first birthday 
every happiness and blessing, her fellow country- 
men from pole to pole of the world-wide 
Commonwealth are saluting the hope of their 
own future. Whether the hope will be fulfilled, 
whether when her time comes another great 
reign will be added to the noble records of the 
Empire’s history, docs not depend entirely upon 
her. The high vocation of monarchy is not 
exercised in a void. There cannot be a great king 
or a great queen without also a great people. 
That has been conspicuously shown in our history 
by tile glorious reigns of Queen Victoria, of 
Queen Anne, and perhaps most of all, of the first 
Elizabeth. Their names glow in the tapestry of 


time because there is interwoven with their story 
the achievement of the great leaders, statesmen, 
discoverers and poets who exalted and sustained 
their throne; and also the worth and prowess 
of the multitude of their people whose quality 
made great the temper of their age. 

Each of these famous ladies played her part by 
inspiring among her subjects, high and low, the 
sense of a people at unity in itself. That in tlic 
last analysis is the supreme service that monarchy 
can render to the present age. The endless 
adventure of a nation’s life is one to be pursued 
in comradeship by sovereign and people. The 
impulse on which social health depends flows in 
a closed circuit, spreading outward from sovereign 
to people, but returning with equal vigour from 
the people to uphold and strengthen the throne. 
It is because Burgliley and Bacon, Drake and 
Frobisher and Raleigh, Shakespeare and Spenser, 
stood about CJueen Elizabeth to win and pro- 
claim her glory that her name has become 
illustrious; but it is because she herself was such 
a woman as could inspire and keep the equal 
devotion of these men of such diverse genius, 
and could at the same time be the “mere English” 
of which her people were so proud, that all the 
forces of her stirring age could work to- 
gether in harmony for the national greatness 
and not turn to destroy one another, as they did 
in the next generation under a less successful 
monarch. 

So the place that historians of the unborn 
centuries will assign to Elizabeth the Second in 
the record of the British Crown will depend not 
upon her alone, and not on her subjects alone, 
but upon the intimac)' of the relation between 
them. It is for her to become the centre and 
focus of unity for all the races and creeds of her 
Empire; it is lor them to keep alive and intensify 
die sense of comradeship and common dedication 
to great ideals of which she is to be the leader 
and the symbol. It is with the determination to 
serve her faithfully, and through her the cause 
of man’s upward progress for which in her 
Dominions she will stand, that the British peoples 
will pray, with Garter King of Arms in Shake- 
speare’s drama: “Heaven, from thy endless good- 
ness, send prosperous life, long, and ever happy, 
to the high and mighty princess of England, 
Elizabeth.” 
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